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The Bencke Family in Japan





Some of the prayers of our hearts…





Lord, our hearts break as we hear of continued and escalating violence in the United States.  For the families ripped apart, as they now live in “Before” and “After” their loved ones were murdered, we pray for Your sustaining mercy and compassion. 





We pray for our sponsoring congregations, asking you, Lord, to provide wisdom and guidance to their leadership.  We pray for rest for the volunteers as they gear up and prepare for another school year.  We pray that you lead them in their paths.





We pray for our daughters, Emilie and Hannah.  Lord, we ask that you lead Emilie in a path that pleases You, especially as she makes applications and decisions about college.   May you put people in her path who will guide her wisely.  For Hannah, we ask that you protect her heart as her 5th grade class begins to study the history of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, places in Japan that continue to hold great pain and conflicting feelings in the hearts of the Japanese people.  May Hannah continue to show her classmates love and joy, and may she not be blamed, hated, or abandoned for her passport country’s history and behavior.  May we all remember that cultural PTSD will fall on the shoulders of generations to come.
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Why sing?


I can’t think of many places, events, or situations where it is expected that we sing.  Maybe the national anthem at a sporting event?  School fight song?  Most of us probably don’t do a lot of singing at work. I’d guess that most of our singing happens impromptu, while listening to a song we know on the radio, or if you are like my husband, singing a refrain of a familiar song as it plays over and over in your mind. 


But church is different.  It is expected that we will either sing, or be led in song, or be gifted with song from one of the musical groups that our church offers.  Set to music, the Word of God penetrates a deeper recess of our heart than just the words alone.  To sing the psalms allows us to join our voices in Word and melody with the voices of antiquity, connecting us generationally in worship.  The hymns of praise and thanksgiving and supplication that we sing together as a congregation allow us to unify our minds and our bodies for one singular cause.


One thing that distinguishes “American” Lutheran churches from Lutheran churches here in Japan is the existence of specialized personnel for music.  It is pretty common to have a director of music, an organist, and/or a choir director, among other positions in one church in the U.S.  The Japanese Lutheran churches here in Kumamoto rely on lay musicians to help with musical leadership and it is all volunteered service.  There are no paid music leadership positions.  With an occasional exception, organists are drawn from anyone who has a keyboard background, and choirs are largely self-directed.  There is a beauty in this organic creation of congregational music, but it comes at a price.   Musicians are often over-stretched at their home church, and are usually working long hours at a regular job as well.


Corporate worship is where we recognize our identity among other believers and seekers.  We do this as we pray, as we listen, as we read, and as we sing.  We do this as people around the world offer up the Lord’s Prayer during Sunday worship services in their own languages, singing and dancing in the spirit of their culture.  


Students at Kyushu Lutheran College have the opportunity to participate in the chapel committee as a member of the Chapel Choir, the Handbell Team, or as an organist.  Some students also participate as instrumentalists or vocal leads for our praise and worship services.  Each of these groups provides an important role in the chapel life of students.  Between 100-200 people attend chapel service each morning, and most of those folks are not Christian, so leadership is crucial to the experience of worship.  Students are not only making an aesthetic contribution to the worship, but also to the entire understanding of what it means to worship as a singular body in song.  


As the sacred music teacher of these students, I find deep fulfillment as I watch them grow and mature as they encounter our Lord in the hymns and anthems they prepare.  Whether it is through the lyrics of a solo, through the energy of a rhythm, or in the height or depths of melody and harmony that seeks to paint a sound picture of God’s love, the layers of encountering God through the medium of music are complex and beautiful.


Except for student organists who have a piano background, the students in the choir and handbell team usually have no experience in music prior to their entry into college.  They don’t read music, they’ve never sung a warm-up, and they’ve never played an instrument.  They’ve never listened to Christian music, they’ve never sung in a language other than Japanese, and they’ve never been told that they are eligible to be a part of worship simply because they have the desire to participate.  The hymn “Just as I am” offers a lovely lyric to explain this.  It’s a challenging place to start from a technical standpoint.  However, I find that students’ expectations are quite simple.   They want to encounter and experience something deep and meaningful, and they want to do it with others.


We have just completed the first semester of this academic year.  Temps are hovering at 100 degrees every day, and students have their last day of final exams today.  As I dare to look toward autumn, which seems so far away, I am taking a moment to look back over this past semester, and even the years to reflect upon how the sacred music program at Kyushu Lutheran College went from non-existent to its current fledgling state.  


Perhaps you might enjoy watching a few videos of our music activities this year.  





Bonse Aba (Chapel Choir)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s94KGvylvfg" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s94KGvylvfg�


Meditations of my heart (Chapel Choir)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u9HmTf-270" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u9HmTf-270�








The Strife is Over (Senior organist, Umi M.)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NUAola5cfA" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NUAola5cfA�


Prelude in 3rds (Freshman organist, Shiuri K.)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsVKb2WEIJM" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsVKb2WEIJM�








Holy, Holy, Holy (Handbell Team)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJn_O_srUQI" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJn_O_srUQI�


Will the circle be unbroken (Handbell Team)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LIphaBR5w8" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LIphaBR5w8�











Students in the chapel choir posed after their first performance, featuring a Zambian song called “Bonse Aba.” The choir led the congregation in both song and dance during the morning worship service.





Our mailing address:


Bencke Family


KUMAMOTO SHI


KITA-KU


SHIMIZU MANGOKU 5-17-17


861-8068


JAPAN





Email:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jacqueline.bencke@gmail.com" �jacqueline.bencke@gmail.com�





ELCA— Global Mission


If you are interested in learning more about the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s global mission and/or opportunities to serve, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/globalmission" ��www.elca.org/globalmission�


    


For more information on mission funding, please contact any of the following individuals: 


Global Mission


8765 W. Higgins Road 


Chicago IL 60631 


(800) 638-3522, ext. 2769


� HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship" �www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship�
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Andrew Steele continues to lead the major fundraising efforts on behalf of missionary sponsorship and programs of ELCA Global Mission. His new title is Director, Global Mission Funding. Andrew is often on the road, visiting with the major donors who make much of this work possible.


 


Jessica Hacker is the Director of Stewardship, Operations and Planning. Her work (and the larger team) includes not only Global Mission Funding, but the scholarship operations of the ELCA Fund for Leaders and donor relations related to all gifts made to ELCA ministries. She has been with the Mission Advancement Unit for 9 years and is a returned missionary, having served as a GM2 in Germany.


 


Jenny Ackerman joins the Global Mission Funding team as Global Mission Operations Manager. She serves as the main contact for any fundraising or home assignment questions, facilitates reporting of fundraising and best practice trainings and leads donor relations. She previously held a role with ELCA World Hunger’s network engagement team.


 


Diane Wilk is the project assistant for Global Mission Funding. Diane has been a part of the Global Mission Funding (previously the Global Church Sponsorship) team for 8 years and provides wonderful continuity and wisdom for those of us who are new to this work. She helps steward congregational covenants and resource donors with information about our ministry and why their continued support is important.


 















