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April @ Christ

26
27

Mission work day at 9am

4
5
6

Worship service w/ Holy Communion at 5:30pm in the Sanctuary

THE SPOT at 3:30pm; CLC
FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm;
Wednesday’s Table from 5pm 6pm; Christ Time at 6pm

Elections in Fellowship Hall

28

7
8

Chancel Choir at 6:30pm

3

Worship service with Holy Communion at 9am; Faith Formation
at 10:15am

THE SPOT at 3:30pm; CLC FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm;
Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm; Christ Time at 6pm; Lenten
worship service at 7pm
Red Cross Blood Drive from Noon - 6:00pm; Family Movie Night
at 5:30pm

10 PALM SUNDAY; Worship service with Holy Communion at 9am;
Faith Formation at 10:15am; First Communion Class at 10am; Palm
Sunday Brunch from 10:15am - 11:15am

11
12

Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30pm

Mission Work Day at 9am; All-Committee-Night - Committees
meet from 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Full committees and Council meet
together in sanctuary from 6:30pm - 7pm; Council meets at 7pm

13

THE SPOT at 3:30pm; CLC FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm;
Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm; NO Christ Time

14

MAUNDY THURSDAY; Chancel Choir at 6pm (note time
change); Worship service with First Communion at 7pm

15
17
18
20

GOOD FRIDAY; Worship service at 1pm and 7pm
EASTER SUNDAY; Worship service with Holy Communion 9am
NO Worship service

THE SPOT at 3:30pm; CLC FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm;
Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm; Christ Time at 6pm;

21
24

Chancel Choir at 6:30pm

Worship service with Holy Communion at 9am; Faith Formation
at 10:15am

25 Worship service with Holy Communion at 5:30pm

Wednesday’s Table Board
Meeting at 4:30pm; Chancel Choir
at 6:30pm

Holy Week and Easter
Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday, April 10
Worship with Holy
Communion at 9am;
Brunch at 10:15am
+++
Palm Monday, April 11
Worship with Holy
Communion at 5:30pm
+++
Maundy Thursday, April 14
Worship with First Holy
Communion at 7pm
+++
Good Friday, April 15
Worship at 1pm
Worship at 7pm
+++
Easter Sunday, April 17
Worship with Holy
Communion at 9am

So when it was evening on that
day, the first day of the week,
and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in their midst and
said to them, “Peace be with
you.” John 20:19
May God bless
you as we near
the celebration
of Jesus’
resurrection once
more! Easter is
my favorite celebration of the
year, and it comes to us at just
the right time. In the last two
years, many of us assumed that
a virus was the biggest
immediate threat our world
was facing. Now that we are
hopefully coming to the other
side of the Covid-19 pandemic,
we are greeted daily by the
news of war and violence in
Ukraine, a situation that world
leaders seek to address but in
such a way as to not trigger
World War III.
Yikes! Whether in the news or
through personal experience,
we are forced to acknowledge
that evil and death are forces
with which we all must reckon.
If only God would provide an
answer. . . Of course, that’s
what the celebration of Easter
is all about. “Christ is risen! He
is risen indeed! Alleluia!”
This month, we gather to hear
once more the news that God
has dealt death a deathblow.
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Jesus came to cancel the guilt
of our death-creating sin. Jesus
came to do battle with the evil
one who leads the whole world
astray. And Jesus won! He has
the victory!
Can you imagine what it would
have been like to be Jesus’
disciples, locked up in that
room on that Sunday evening?
They had followed Jesus for
three years and had sincerely
come to believe that Jesus was
the Messiah they had been
waiting for – he was the Savior,
the King. All their hopes were
bound up in him. But then he
died a horrible death (a death
that he had repeatedly
predicted, though they didn’t
understand). But then they hear
the comforting words, “Peace
be with you.” It was the sound
of the voice they assumed they
would never hear again. And
with the sound of that voice,
with that word of peace,
complete and utter despair
turned into hope and joy.
Everything was different now.
Jesus had conquered the grave!
“Peace be with you.” Jesus, the
risen One, speaks to us today
through his Word. Jesus
remains the conquering King,
triumphant over evil and death.
This good news transforms
everything. It’s the assurance
that not even the worst the
world can throw at us will separate us from the love of God.
It’s the guarantee of the
ultimate victory of good over
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evil. It’s the source of the hope
we need right now.
May God bless us as we
celebrate the greatest news
ever once again this Easter
Sunday, April 17th. May Christ’s
death and resurrection be your
source of peace, not just this
April, but every month!
Christ’s peace and joy,
Pastor Cheryl Matthews, Interim

Please let the
church office know
if someone is in the
hospital.
Big News Y'all!
We were honored with the
Bright Spot Award from the
synod! The award goes out to
churches that have reached out
beyond their walls to get into
their community. The Spot, CLC
FoodShelf, and Wednesday's
Table were recognized at Christ
Lutheran for "taking it to the
streets"! There were a few
people from the synod here on
March 30, including Bishop
Laurie, to present us with the
award. The award presentation
will be shown at the synod
assembly on April 30 and
should be available on the
synod website shortly after that
time. Thank you for making this
a reality and looking beyond
our personal needs.
April 2022

Easter Message from Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
April 2022
2 Corinthians 5:17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
Dear Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! This is the good news of Easter. By God’s
power, death is reversed and Christ is raised from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead changes everything! Everything is made new.
Change is good news after two years of a pandemic, right? We are ready for a
change. But are we really? Do we want everything to become new like we read
in 2 Corinthians 5 or do we want the change to be a return to the old and familiar?
If Jesus’ resurrection from the dead changes everything, then what has changed in your life?
What difference does Jesus make in your life? What has Jesus made new?
What difference does Jesus make to my 35 year old nephew whose brain tumor came back, faces radiation treatments and is
struggling with his ex for visitation
Christ Has Risen While Earth
of their three year old son? What difference does Jesus mean to
Slumbers
our siblings in Malawi who
are often threatened by drought, flood and famine or to
Christ has risen and forever lives,
Ukrainians whose homes were destroyed by a Russian bomb?
to challenge and to change.
What difference does Jesus make to a stable congregation deciding All whose lives are messed or
mangled,
what their next most faithful step might be or to a declining
all who find religion strange.
congregation wondering if their next most faithful step is to
Christ is risen, Christ is present,
close?
making us what he has been:
As Lutherans we believe that we are baptized into Christ’s death
evidence of transformation
and resurrection, we go under the water as a sinner and we are
in which God is known and seen.
resurrected with Christ, lifted out of the water, a saint. We are
changed for sure and we are reborn children of God! Theologically
that’s beautiful, but in real life, what difference does Jesus make in your life?
As human beings, Christ’s resurrection from the dead challenges us to live into that change. As broken
sinful humans, whose lives are “messed or mangled” we live into Easter reality that Christ is present
and daily working in our lives. Jesus challenges and changes us. Those of us who doubt our faith and
question its relevance are challenged by Easter’s promise to see and know God in the transformed
lives around us.
Friends we know that Jesus changes our weeping into laughing, our mourning into dancing, our
despair into hope, our winter into spring and our death into life. Jesus changes things and makes all
things new. We are challenged to see the transformations around us and in us. We are challenged to
be the change, evidence of the transformation, for the world to see and know God through us.
Challenge: In 24 words or less, answer this question, “What difference does Jesus make in your life?”
Inspired by the Hymn, Christ has Risen While Earth Slumbers, vs 4. All Creation Sings #938, ELW
Supplement, Augsburg Fortress, 2020.
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Christ Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
February 8, 2022
Fellowship Hall

2. Committee Assignments:
Congregational Life: Heidi and
Leslie; Outreach: Vicki, Dick, Curt;
Admin: Joe, Juan, Jerry, Tim

Members Present
Dick Tyson, Juan Gamez, Jerry
Hoeflein,Leslie Falkner, Kaye
Wurm, Cathy Zunker, Joe Wurm,
Curt Larson, Heidi Bradshaw, Vicki
Kuester, Beth Hein, and Pastor
Cheryl Matthews (ex-officio).

3. Action: Approval of Food
Ministry Hire, Shanara
[2-3] A motion was made and
seconded to accept Shanara for
the Food Ministry position;
Falkner/Bradshaw; motion carried.

Members Absent
Tim Lehman
Call to Order
Council President Beth Hein called
the meeting to order at 6:52 p.m.
at the Church.
Vision Statement was read by
Jerry Hoeflein
Mission Statement was read by
Pastor Cheryl
Council Purpose was read by All.
Approval of Agenda
[2-1] A motion was made and
seconded to approve a revised
agenda; Tyson/K Wurm; motion
carried.
Dwelling in the Word
Pastor Cheryl Matthews led us in a
Word/Meditation Philippians 4:4-9
Approval of January 11th, 2022,
Council Minutes
[2-2] A motion was made and
seconded to accept the minutes of
the 1/11/22 council meeting
minutes; Hoeflein/Bradshaw;
motion carried.
New Business
1. Discussion: Synod Assembly
delegates-2 needed; to be
discussed at March council
meeting
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4. Discussion: Time and Talents
Inventory; Council suggestions;
due by Feb 22nd.
5. Discussion: Bylaws (Section IVII) f/u on Resolutions upon
review of bylaws and constitution
6. Action: Designate Lenten
Offerings (Lenten, Maundy Thurs,
Good Friday, and Easter) : 75%
General fund; 25% LCM Fund
[2-4] A motion was made and
seconded to designate the Lenten
Offerings 75% to the General Fund
and 25% to the LCM fund; Falkner/
Kuester; motion carried.
7. Discussion: Timeline for
Transition Team/Call Process to
get team in place

8. Action: Delegate Transition
Team: Dan Gonstad, Kathy
Wagner, Mike Kennedy, Jessica
Millar, Dave Madsen, Ryan W.,
Beth Hein, CLCW Rep, Leslie
Falkner (Lead).
[2-5] A motion was made and
seconded to delegate Transition
Team provided they accept the
position; KWurm/Tyson; motion
carried.
Old Business
A. Cash Flow-Focus giving; to use
towards Utilities
B. Emergency Fund needed to
pay held checks
[2-6] A motion was made and
seconded to tap into funds to pay
held checks; and to approve the
Executive Committee to work with
treasurer to solidify cash flow;
KWurm/Gamez; motion carried.
Reports
A. Pastor’s Report-Sentimental
Gratitude of Ministry together.
B. Committee Reports/Actions/
Financial Report

(continued on next page)

Council E-Mail Directory
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heidi Bradshaw (Congregational Life): heidigwynbradshaw@gmail.com
Leslie Falkner (Congregational Life): llfalkner@clopay.com
Juan Gamez (Administration Committee): mfd1697@aol.com
Beth Hein (Council President): heinfamily73@gmail.com
Jerry Hoeflein (Administration Committee): jer_bear_47@yahoo.com
Vickie Kuester (Outreach Committee): kuesterv@uwstout.edu
Curt Larson (Outreach Committee): c2larson@wwt.net
Tim Lehmann (Administration Committee): tmcleh@gmail.com
Pastor Cheryl Matthews: pastorcherylmatthews@gmail.com
Dick Tyson (Outreach Committee): tysonr@uwstout.edu
Joe Wurm (Administration Committee): kjwurm@hotmail.com
Kaye Wurm (Council Vice President): kayewurm@gmail.com
Cathy Zunker (Council Secretary): catrocks1@yahoo.com
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(February Council Minutes continued
from previous page)

Other: discuss Food Ministry to
pay towards utilities for use of the
church.
Adjournment
[2-7] A motion was made and
seconded to adjourn the meeting;
Tyson/KWurm; motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm
and closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary

Memorials/Honoraria
For the Radio Broadcast Fund in
memory of: 3/6 - Arnie Mork from
his family; 3/20 - Garfield Lund
whose birthday would have been
3/21 from his family
For Wednesday’s Table in
memory of: Georgene Britton and
Janet Wisner
For the Radio Broadcasts in honor
of: 3/13 - homebound members
and friends of Christ Lutheran
Church from Christ Lutheran
Church Women (CLCW)

Our sympathy to . . .
. . .the family and friends of John
Dotseth (Bob Dotseth’s brother)
who died January 24.
. . .the family and friends of
Georgene Britton who died March
15, 2022. Her funeral service was
held March 21 at Olson Funeral
Home.
. . .Pastor Greg Kaufmann whose
father, Marvin, died March 13, funeral services were held in Eau
Claire, March 19.
The Friendly Visitor

Parent's Night Out!
Do you need an evening kid free?
Drop your kids (ages 4-12) off at
Christ Lutheran Church and enjoy
a kid free evening! Kids will enjoy
dinner, faith-based activities, and
a night to play with their friends!
This event is hosted/supervised by
Lutheran Campus Ministry and
staff at Christ Lutheran Church.
Our hope is that parents can take
this time to connect with their
spouse, friend, or simply rest from
the work of parenting. All prceeds
of this event will go towards Lutheran Campus Ministry to UWStout. Date: Friday April 22 Time:
5:00-8:30pm Cost: $30 for one
child/ $15 each additional
child. Checks can be made payable
to Lutheran Campus Ministry and
mailed to The Ministry 710 2nd St.
E,
Menomonie, WI 54751, memo:
'parents night out' or you can give
online at lcmstout.com using the
donation button at the top of the
page.

Thank you . . .
. . .for your generous donation of
$76. Luther Park, over the last
few years, has experienced
amazing growth in numbers and
ministry. This growth only
happens with God’s great grace
and your help. Thank you so much
for all you do for this ministry.
In Christ’s Service
Keith Newman
Executive Ministry Director
Luther Park Bible Camp
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. . .for your continued prayers.
They are greatly appreciated. Frank Smith

Items Requested for
ALH residents
Any type of lace (no lace curtains, please) and Christmas
cards are needed for resident
projects at American Lutheran Home . Additional items
requested are birthday party
supplies (hats, streamers, ballons, etc) the crazier the
better. Please drop off items
at the church office.

HELP SUPPORT LUTHERAN
CAMPUS MINISTRY!
Simply choose an envelope
from the board located in the
narthex and consider donating
the corresponding amount that
is listed. For example, if you
choose envelope #6, it would
be a donation of $6.00. You can
take as many envelopes as you
would like. Simply grab an
envelope, place a donation
inside and drop it in the mail.
All donations will go towards
Lutheran Campus Ministry. Your
generous gifts help keep our
mission alive. Thank you for
your generous donations,
prayers and support!
LCM Director- Sara Reed
April 2022

Christ in Our Home
Devotional booklets (both
regular and large-print) for
April, May, June are available
in the office wing hallway or
in the narthex. Please take
one! Envelopes are provided
to help the CLCW cover the
cost of approximately $1 for
each regular-print booklet.

CLCW News
Save the dates: May 12-14
for the Thrift, Bake, Plant and
Quilt sale. Set up will begin
when Wednesday’s Table is
done serving on May 11.
Dates to remember
April 12: Mission Work Day at
9am
April 26: Mission Work Day at
9am
Nancy Bourget and Arla Graff
CLCW Co-Presidents

Assorted greeting cards
and napkins are for sale
in the “Book Nook” (glass
display case in Fellowship Hall).
This is a fundraiser by the
CLCW. Please leave payment in
the wood box sitting on top of
the cabinet.
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Lutheran Social Services
helps resettle refugees.
We are so grateful for the
outpouring of investment over the
past several months in support of
our resettlement of Afghan
evacuees. In addition to generous
financial donations, hundreds of
volunteer hours were spent
collecting and sorting donated
goods. Congregations and
community groups received
training and continue to
companion our new Afghan
neighbors as co-sponsors, helping
to navigate bus routes, grocery
stores, English classes and more.
While the surge of Afghan
evacuees has subsided, the need
for ongoing support, goods and
co-sponsors remains. Just in the
first 21 days of March, we have
resettled 37 refugees from places
other than Afghanistan.
We are also fielding questions
about how to help the people
forced to flee their homes in
Ukraine. Like the rest of the world,
all of us at LSS are hoping for a
peaceful resolution and that those
who had to leave their homes may
have the opportunity to return
once the conflict is over. We have
served refugees from the Ukraine
in the past and will be ready to
serve more in the future if and
when we are called upon to
receive them by our national
agency, Lutheran Immigration &
Refugee Service (LIRS). Your continued support of our program will
allow us to respond and welcome
those needing a safe place as they
start new lives.
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Spring Work Day
at Luther Park
You’re invited to
help prepare
Luther Park Bible
Camp for the
upcoming season at their
annual Spring Work Day, April
23 from 8:30am to 4:30pm!
There will again be a variety of
projects that can be
accomplished during this day if
we are able to have great
volunteers. Whether you are a
carpenter, plumber, deep
cleaner, yard worker, painter,
electrician, energetic soul or an
enthusiastic spirit, please
consider donating your time,
share this opportunity with
others, and even bring
someone along with you for
this BIG annual day of service at
LPBC! You are asked to register
on the Luther Park website for
the Spring Work Day so they
are able to prepare enough
food and have projects
organized for everyone. A grab
and go breakfast as well as
lunch will be provided. If you
have questions, please contact
Scott Davis at
good2bike@gmail.com.

BAKE SALE - APRIL 5 at
the church during the
election. Baked goods and
buyers needed.
April 2022

Replace the Roof!
The vinyl flat roof over the
narthex and the two hallways
surrounding the back of the
sanctuary which was
installed in 1973 needs to be
replaced; further repairs and
patches are no longer
possible. The estimate for
the new roof is $30,000.
Donations to the Roof Fund
will be acknowledged and
celebrated with small
umbrellas in the narthex.
Names and amount given will
be listed on each umbrella. If
you wish to give a donation
anonymously, please note
that with your donation.

FOOD MINISTRY NEWS
We Need YOU!
To sign up to help with either
Wednesday’s Table or CLC FoodShelf, call the church office at
715-235-5573; use the following
link: https://
www.welcome2clc.com/
volunteer-signup.html; or sign
up on the church website:
welcome2clc.com. Thank you!

CLC FoodShelf
Each week from 5pm - 6pm, we
are serving up bags filled with
several meals of healthy, nonperishable food to several families in need. You can help in
two ways: Donate money to
the FoodShelf Fund or donate
food items. Please place all
food donations in one of the
collection carts.

Wednesday’s Table at
Christ Lutheran
Serving Dine-In
from 5 to 6pm
each Wednesday
Happy April from Wednesday’s
Table
**Special thanks to Judy Benzel
for her donation of ice cream!
She won a year supply of ice
cream from Dick’s Market. She
was able to work with Dick’s
and have the whole year
donated to Wednesday’s Table.
We are so grateful to Judy for
thinking of us. **
The Friendly Visitor
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After 106 weeks and 17,000+
meals we returned to dine-in.
Our first week back we served
60 meals to many smiling faces.
It was so fun to hear the
chatter between friends that
have not seen each other for a
long time. Everyone loved
having a hot fresh meal and
being able to choose what they
wanted. Several commented
on how welcome they felt.
They love being able to come
early and enjoy coffee time
with friends. This is truly what
our mission is all about.
The “Play it Forward for the
Community Meals” will be held
on June 4th from noon-10pm at
Woodwind Park northeast of
Wheeler. All money raised that
day will be shared between the
four Community Tables. Over
100 cars are expected at the
car show. The Menomonie
Corvette Club and a car club
from the Twin Cities are
planning to be there, plus
others. There will be
transportation from the
Methodist Church to the event.
Castaways will be the
afternoon entertainment; with
80s music, False Heather in the
evening. There will be a bouncy
house for the kids, plus
everything Woodwind has for
outside entertainment.
We will have the Pizza Truck
and the “Tables” will be running a concession stand. Come
out to have fun and raise
money for a good cause!
April 2022
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Page 8

April 2022

March 2022— 92 番

The Bencke Family in Japan
Dear friends, family, and partners
around the world,
After a few glorious sunny days,
we are back to cold, damp, dreary
rain. Such is the month of March,
yes? Ups and downs seem par for
the course.
Listed below are my ponderings as
we enter Holy Week. May you be
blessed as we remember and
lament the suffering of Jesus and
wait in joyful hope for the Sunday
morning miracle we know as
Easter! - Jackie Bencke

In just a few days, Christians
around the world will begin a
period of self-reflection as we
honor the time leading up to
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
I am, of course, talking about
the period we call “Lent.”
Interestingly the word “lent”
also means something like
“to give temporarily.” Our
observation of Lent is
temporary in that we know it
will end in a celebration of
resurrection. But what
happens while we are being
“lent” this time from our
God? As a child who grew up
in the Roman Catholic church,
Lent meant two things: No
meat on Friday and no
chocolate anything. So what
did we (I) do instead? Went
to decadent fish-frys and
The Friendly Visitor

filled up on other forms of
junk food. It did not occur to
me that the point of giving
something up for Lent was
not to try find ways around
the sacrifice. After all, Jesus
could have found a way
around his death, but instead
he chose (very important
word) to embrace it as a
necessary road toward
victory over sin. Our lives
seem to have been
inundated with news of
suffering and sacrifice in
these past few years. There
seems to be no way to
circumvent the process. We
are instead, called to live in
the midst of that suffering as
faithful witnesses to a God
who has never once been
derelict in abiding by his
promise to always remain
with us, and dwelling within.
It was promised at Baptism
and we are reminded of this
when we commend our loved
ones to complete that
Baptismal covenant. A little
over six weeks have passed
since our dear friend Mr.
Nishi died. We attended all of
the funerary rites
surrounding his death and
had to somehow tangle with
the theology of baptism and
Page 9

resurrection while we
ministered in friendship to
the family through their
Buddhist rites. It was complex
and I am continuing to reflect
on all of it. Was it OK, for
example, for me to hold my
palms together and bow
(called gassho) toward Mr.
Nishi’s casket? In my mind I
was thinking, “God my Father,
it is into your hands I
commend this friend who has
died,” but to Mr. Nishi’s
family, were they perceiving
this as “Buddhist
adherence?” The waters are
very muddy here,
theologically. It is perhaps in
funerary rites that the tendency to blur the theology of
Scripture,
practice, culture, and
Christian faith is most
prominent for the missionary
in Japan. I wonder what it is
like in other non-NorthAmerican cultures.
One thing is certain, and that
is that Japanese funerary
rites offer a much more
involved set of rituals and
experiences that connect the
bereaved to the experience
of the deceased.
(continued on next page)
April 2022

(continued from previous page)

With the “follow-up” rites
that occur in Buddhism, there
are built-in opportunities to
provide emotional or spiritual
support for the bereaved,
which is not necessarily the
case in North American
funeral practice. For North
American Christians, there is
a wake, a funeral, an
internment, and maybe a
luncheon. After that,
though…?..whereas in
Buddhist practice there are
certain things that happen
along the way that make the
contact with death much
more tangible, such as how
the families take the
cremated bones off the tray
and put them into an urn, or
how seven days following a
death, a monk will visit the
home and pray sutras. Some
of these things now happen
in Japanese Lutheran death
after the rites were codified
in 1996. I wonder if the
churches in North America
would benefit from
understanding practices
surrounding death and
funerary rites in Japan. It
would certainly be a great
opportunity for partnership
and accompaniment! I
wonder a lot, these days.
Difficult realities seem to
make me ask important
The Friendly Visitor

questions about what I
believe and how I bear
witness to those beliefs.

+++

Did you know . . .
...you can support the radio
broadcast fund with a
donation of any size. You are
not required to sponsor a full
broadcast to support this
important ministry. However,
if you would like to sponsor a
broadcast, the current cost is
$105.
. . . donations of items for
Dunn County Humane Society
may be placed in the white,
lidded bin located in the
narthex next to the cart for
Stepping Stones. A full list of
items needed at the Humane
Society is on the bin. It
includes:
• bleach,
• pill pockets for dog meds,
• Purina Kitten Chow
(yellow bag),
• paper towels,
• liquid fabric softener,
• 40gal/plus trash bags,
• Purina Cat Chow (blue
bag),
• Ziploc type bags (all sizes),
• printer paper (8 1/2 x 11
and 11x17),
• large rawhides,
• hand sanitizer and
• laundry detergent.
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. . . all signs need to be
approved by the church
office. Thanks for bringing all
requests for signs to the
church office for approval and
subsequent posting of the
signs around the church.

...The Spot is now a
Scholastic Classroom! You
can order gifts for the
children in your lives and help
The Spot continue to build
the CLC Library with up-todate literature. Shop Our
Class Page: https://
orders.scholastic.com/
YTMZ4. All orders earn FREE
Books for The Spot!

Congregational Survey
Christ Lutheran Church is in the
process of visioning and planning for the future, as well as
preparing for a new, regularly
called pastor. The transition
team will conduct a survey of
members to acquire your personal views and perspectives on
the current ministry, hopes for
the future and what you desire
in the new pastor. The surveys
will be available on Palm Sunday and Easter and can be done
in paper form or online. Thanks in advance for
your in-put and participation!

April 2022

Blood Drive
Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street

Friday, April 8, 2022
12:00pm – 6:00pm
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-7332767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
menomoniechristlutheran to schedule an
appointment

The Friendly Visitor
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Youth Retreat is THIS WEEKEND, April 1-3. This is a requirement for Christ Time Confirmation.
We will gather at the church on Friday at 6 pm, already fed. We will be leaving for camp at
6:30pm. If you have not RSVP'd, please do ASAP.
Pastor Cheryl and I are looking for 4-5 youth that would like to do a reading during the Palm
Sunday worship service. Please let me know ASAP if your youth is interested so I can get them a
copy of their reading.
First Communion Class will continue April 10, 10am-10:30am (to attend the Palm Sunday
Brunch). Seder Remembrance will be at 5:30pm on Thursday, April 14. Recognition of First
Communion will be Thursday, April 14, during our Maundy Thursday Worship at 7pm.
Thank you to everyone who ordered books from Scholastic for yourselves and gifts for the Spot.
There were several families orders that helped out our classroom earn free books. In total, your
orders helped us get $128 worth of free books for the church library! Didn't get to order in
March?- No worries! You can order anytime using our classroom code YTMZ4!
I hope our Piggy Banks have been working hard the past four weeks. We are now halfway
through Lent. Keep working hard at collecting during the last three weeks of Lent! All banks
should be returned to Josie no later than April 24.
Christ Time Reminder: Be sure to get your WORSHIP REPORTS into Josie. Remember that your
goal is 16 reports by the end of the summer. I am also counting every 2 Sunday CIA
attendances as 1 worship report!
Christ Time during Lent: Class 6pm-6:45pm, Mid-Week Lenten Service 7pm-7:30pm. There will
NOT be Christ Time on April 13. There WILL BE Christ Time on April 6. We will resume weekly
Christ Time meetings on April 20-May 4. May 4 will be our final day with a party and challenge
Blooket!
LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Lenten Mid-week Worship will be in-person and live-streamed at
7pm every Wednesday through April 6. Holy Week: Palm Sunday Worship is April 10 at 9am,
Maundy Thursday Worship is April 14 at 7pm, Good Friday Worship is April 15 at 1pm and 7pm,
and Easter Worship is April 17 at 9am.
May 1 will be our final day of Sunday Faith Formation! CLC will be hosting a Blessing of the
Bicycles after the worship service at 10:15am. Just as we did in November for the Blessing of the
Animals, everyone is encouraged to bring their bicycle, tricycle, unicycle, or any other mode of
human-powered transportation to be blessed as we welcome in the Spring and Summer seasons.
A picnic lunch will follow the blessing.
The Friendly Visitor

Page 12

April 2022

Prayer Ventures for April

with worry, despair, turmoil or loneliness.

1 Arab American Heritage Month Remember in prayer
the diverse gifts, cultures, heritages and stories of our
Arab and Middle Eastern neighbors and siblings in
Christ, who remind us of the rich history and tradition
of Christ’s church in the world. Ask God to bless and
advance the advocacy, witness, leadership development and support for ministries provided by ELCA Arab
and Middle Eastern Ministries and the Association of
Lutherans of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage.

9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (1906-1945)
Remember and give thanks for our siblings in Christ —
past and present — who risk their lives for justice, the
well-being of our neighbors and the truth of the
gospel. Pray that their witness, courage and sacrifice
will inspire and guide our pursuit of justice and peace
in the world.

2 Give thanks for the resources of our church, including
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving, which guides
us through Lent and helps us pray, study Scripture,
respond to our neighbors in need and give generously
for the good of communities around the world.
3 Pray that we will each use our unique gifts and
passions as disciples of Christ, called to share the
gospel and serve our neighbors, and that we will trust
the Spirit to equip, inspire and embolden us for doing
God’s work in the world, together.
4 Give thanks for the commitment and work of
planning team leaders, volunteers, youth ministry
leaders in congregations and churchwide organization
staff who prepared for the now-canceled 2022 ELCA
Youth Gathering and are now refocusing their
attention on the 2024 event; ask the Spirit to guide,
strengthen and enliven their work.
5 Remember in prayer our neighbors in countries and
regions beset by conflict, civil unrest or violence,
including places we have forgotten because they have
slipped from the headlines. Pray for healing, hope and
strength for our neighbors who suffer trauma, loss,
displacement or uncertainty, and pray that leaders will
work to resolve conflicts, reconcile enemies and forge
new relationships based on justice, respect for human
life and mutual concern.
6 Pray that God will comfort and stir hope and joy in
those who suffer grief; ask God to help us be present
with them in their sorrow, bringing empathy, respect,
support and patience.
7 Give thanks for Women of the ELCA and women of all
ages who gather in more than 4,500 locations in the
United States and the Caribbean for service, study,
advocacy and fellowship, mobilizing women to act
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

10 Palm Sunday Jesus endured false accusations,
betrayal by his closest followers, an unfair trial, public
humiliation and the pain of death on a cross for our
salvation and the fulfillment of God’s promises. Give
praise and thanks to the Son of God, the promised
Messiah!
11 Pray for pastors and seminary students serving as
chaplains for the armed forces, Veterans Affairs
hospitals and federal correctional institutions, and for
pastors serving in other contexts, including hospitals,
nursing homes, hospice programs, social ministry
programs, state and local correctional facilities, and
organizations serving people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
12 Give joyful thanks that God’s boundless,
unimaginable love is made known to us in ways that
we can grasp: through Jesus Christ’s humble birth, life
of service, suffering, death and resurrection.
13 Ask God to renew and strengthen our commitment
and courage to face the painful truth of gun violence in
our country — to prevent gun violence; attend to
individuals, families and communities traumatized by
it; advocate for common-sense gun safety laws; and
care for the perpetrators of violent acts.
14 Maundy Thursday “Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another” (John 13:34-35). Pray that we will be
mindful of how we bear witness to Jesus through our
humility, sacrificial service, words of love and
Spirit-inspired actions.
15 Good Friday Reflect on what we see in the cross,
the feelings it evokes and what it represents in our
faith and life. Pray that through the symbol of the cross
we might see God’s unconstrained power over death
and God’s awesome gift of grace that gives us life —
both new life in the present and life eternal.

8 Ask the Spirit to make us purveyors of grace, joy and
unexpected generosity, especially to people who live
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(Prayer Ventures for April continued from previous page)
16 Pray that we will bear God’s grace, mercy, hope and
kindness to incarcerated youth and adults who
experience isolation from society, our communities
and the church.
17 Easter Day “This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).
Hallelujah! Shout prayers of joy and thanksgiving for
the enduring, trustworthy gifts of love, forgiveness,
healing and new life fulfilled by God in the resurrection
of Jesus Christ — our Savior, teacher, hope and
salvation.
18 Give thanks for faith-based preschools and day care
centers that encourage faith, support parents and
serve communities. Pray that their teachers, staff and
administrators will be strengthened for their work
providing safe and nurturing care for children.
19 Pray that the gifts of forgiveness, love and new life
we receive through Jesus will fill us with joy, moving us
to share the good news and work for healing and justice in the world.
20 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the Western Iowa Synod,
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage
them as they reflect on the mission of the church,
choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our
neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
21 Pray that the Spirit will lead us into conversations
about faith and the good news of Jesus Christ with
people we encounter in our daily lives; pray that we
will see God working through us even when we feel
uncomfortable or imperfect in expressing our faith.
22 Earth Day The mysteries and awe of creation defy
our comprehension and stir wonder in us. Give praise,
gratitude and recognition for all God has made for our
sustenance and joy; pray that we will be wise,
generous, responsible stewards and restorers of the
earth’s resources for the glory of our Creator.
23 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the Alaska Synod, that
the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as
they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do
God’s work in the world.

reassurance and insight; pray that our faith and belief
will grow deeper and stronger through the work of the
Spirit, the support of our siblings in Christ and the
opportunities for study, prayer and discernment in our
communities of faith.
25 Pray for church leaders and congregations
participating in Valparaiso University’s Institute of
Liturgical Studies, a source of renewal and re-creation
through worship, music, study and reflection on the
church’s challenges and opportunities after the
pandemic.
26 “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise
the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). Consider how each thing you
do today can glorify God.
27 Pray for congregations and communities preparing
for severe weather, that they might preserve human
life, respond to community needs, and prove resilient
in the face of natural disaster. Give thanks for our
ability to respond to disasters through Lutheran
Disaster Response in collaboration with companion
churches, disaster response organizations and
ecumenical partners.
28 Give thanks for ELCA Young Adult Ministries, Young
Adults in Global Mission and their work of providing
inspiration, opportunities, connections and resources
to young adults and people facilitating young adult
ministries.
29 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Northern TexasNorthern Louisiana, Northeastern Minnesota and
Arkansas-Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will
strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect
on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim
the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in
the world.
30 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Minneapolis Area
Synod, Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, that the Spirit will
strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect
on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim
the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in
the world.

24 What nagging questions do you have about
Scripture, faith or God’s actions in the world? Amid a
life of doubt and uncertainty, ask God to grant us
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Please let us know if you do not wish to receive this newsletter any longer by calling our office at
715-235-5573 or by emailing us at The.Office.CLC@gmail.com. THANK YOU!
Pastoral Ministry
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation.
Pastor: Cheryl Matthews (608-863-1697; pastorcherylmatthews @gmail.com)
Lutheran Campus Ministry Director: Sara Reed (lcmstoutdirector@gmail.com)
Chancel Choir Director: Brian Klein
Worship/Choir Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms
Alternate Accompanists: Andrew Maki, Mary Merritt
Youth Ministry
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Sunday School (COSMO)
Superintendent: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Accompanist: Mary Merritt
Maintenance
Custodian: Tom Surdick (cell 715-505-7022)
Missionary Sponsorship
Patrick & Jackie Bencke, Japan (jackie@bencke.com)
Food Ministry
Coordinator: Shanara Patchen (shanarapatchen@gmail.com)
Office Staff
Church Secretary Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 8:30am to 3pm; Friday—office closed. (Please note the pastor’s day off is Friday.)
Secretary: Jillyn Geissler (The.Office.CLC@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Dick Rank/Tricia Rank-Larson (Financial.CLC@gmail.com)
Radio Ministry
Radio Broadcast on 880 AM Sundays at 9:30am
Limited Range (Parking Lot) Frequency on 107.7 FM
Livestream Ministry
Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk (TechUser.CLC@gmail.com)
Internet Ministry
Sunday bulletins, “Friendly Visitor” newsletters, calendar, audio of Sunday services, and much more may be found at www.Welcome2CLC.com or at
www.facebook.com/Welcome2CLC.

.

www.Welcome2CLC.com
Facebook: Welcome2CLC

Christ
Lutheran
Church
PHONE
715-235-5573

“Love Jesus,
Grow Together,
Serve Others.”
Welcome!

