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June @ Christ
1 FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm
4 Play it Forward at Woodwind Park at 12pm
5 PENTECOST/MALAWI SUNDAY; Worship with Holy Communion
at 9am; coffee fellowship with Ann Knutson at 10am
6 Worship with Holy Communion in the Fellowship Fall at 5:30pm

7 Executive Board Meeting at 6:30pm
8 FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm
12 Worship with Holy Communion at 9am; Transition Team
Meeting following the service in the “overflow” room
13 Worship with Holy Communion in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm

14 Mission workday at 9am; All-Committee Night—Committees
meet from 5:30pm to 6:30pm; Full Committees and Council meet
together in sanctuary from 6:30pm to 7pm; Council meets at 7pm
15 FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from 5pm- 6pm

19 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! Outdoor Worship at 9am
20 Deadline for Friendly Visitor submissions; Worship with Holy
Communion in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm
21 Red Cross Blood Drive from 12pm - 6pm

22 FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from 5pm - 6pm
23 Wednesday’s Table board meeting at 4:30pm
25 Stepping Stones Annual Garden Tour from 9am - 2pm
26 Worship with Holy Communion at 9am
27 Worship with Holy Communion in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm
28 Mission workday at 9am
29 FoodShelf from 5pm - 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from 5pm- 6pm

Volunteers are
needed at the
Sunday service each
week: ushers,
communion
assistants and help
with coffee
fellowship.
If you are feeling a
little shy because you
have not helped in a
long time or maybe
not at all, fear not!
We have people that
can walk you through
what you need to do.
Please consider
helping in this way.

Friends in Christ:

“How are you?” someone asks.
“Grateful,” comes the reply.
This is a common exchange
between people at Christ
Lutheran Church. It is a greeting
that I have come to appreciate
more and more – indeed, one
for which I am grateful!
I often wonder what would be
shared if we continued those
conversations and asked each
other, “for what specifically are
you grateful?” I’m sure we
would receive a wide variety of
responses – from family, to
friends, my health, a recent
special event, God’s continued
blessing in my life – the list is
endless!
I received a “Gratitude Journal”
this past Christmas. In it, I am to
write three things for which I
am grateful each day. This has
stretched me to consider many
things that some might
consider rather “ordinary,” but
have become items listed in my
journal.
Recent entries have included
items affiliated with my work as
your Interim Pastor. I am
grateful that we continue to
have both in-person and on-line
worship and for all who
participate on Sunday morning
and Monday evening to raise
their voices in song and prayer.
I am so grateful for the
accompanists, the readers,
communion servers, ushers,
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worship song leaders, children
sermon leader, tech people
who make the worship
experience so rich and inviting. I
am grateful for the smiles I
received from mothers and
grandmothers when we
handed out carnations on
Mother’s Day. I am grateful for
the graduates who were
wrapped in quilts and blessed
by the congregation on Sunday,
May 22nd. I am grateful for the
growing financial support of the
members of the church, which
has improved our
“bottom line.” I
am grateful to
our executive
committee,
church council,
committee
members who continue to offer
important and visionary
leadership in this interim time. I
am grateful to the Transition
Team whose work has
produced important insights as
we move into the future. I am
grateful for all those who filled
out the congregational survey,
offering your perspective on the
life and ministry of Christ
Lutheran. I am grateful for our
Wednesday’s Table and Food
Pantry ministry and all the
dedicated volunteers who make
this outreach a vital mission of
Christ Lutheran. I am grateful
for those who reach out to me
with a kind word of affirmation
and support on days when I
wonder if what I do is making a
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difference.

And I am grateful as I look
forward to some opportunities
that are before us. Please
remember to wear red on
Pentecost Sunday, June 5th,
2022, when we will observe
Malawi Sunday and enjoy the
insights of our guest preacher,
Ann Knutson, veteran of
numerous mission trips to
Malawi and founder of the
Center for Girls and Women's
Empowerment, a foundation
that works towards
empowering women and girls in
education, health, and
leadership. Ann will also be
available at coffee hour that
day to answer questions about
the continued work of the
foundation.
We will celebrate all our
beloved dads on Father’s Day,
June 19, 2022 at an outdoor
worship service (this summer all
3rd Sundays will be outdoors).
All dads and grandpas will
receive a special gift.
In the midst of all, this I will be
observing some special events
that center around my
daughter Sarah’s upcoming
wedding on July 2, 2022. I will
be enjoying a wedding shower,
a trip to the venue to make final
preparations, and preparing the
wedding ceremony and
(continued on next page)
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sermon. I am so grateful that
Sarah and her fiancé Sean asked
me to share in this special event
as the officiant.
“How are you?” “Grateful!”
God continues to bless us in
amazing ways!
Gratefully,
Cheryl Matthews,
Interim Pastor

Please let the
church office know
if someone is in the
hospital.

Memorials/Honoraria
For the Radio Fund in memory
of: 5/8 - Lyle Kuester from his
son, Larry
For undesignated in memory
of: 5/1 - Georgene Britton from
Pastor Bob and Sue Dahm;
5/15 - Wendy Hastings from
Larry and Vickie Kuester
For CLC FoodShelf in memory
of: 5/15 - Chad Hagen from
Steve and Diane Josephson
For the Radio Broadcast in
honor of: 5/1 - the homebound
members and friends of Christ
Lutheran Church from the
Christ Lutheran Church Women
(CLCW); 5/8 - Vickie Kuester
from her husband Larry

Dates to remember
June14: Mission Work Day at 9am
June 28: Mission Work Day at 9am
July 7: Guest Day at CLC

… the family and friends of
Phyllis Stai-Vradenburg who
passed away May 9. Her
funeral service was May 13 at
Peace Lutheran Church.

Nancy Bourget and Arla Graff
CLCW Co-Presidents

. . .the family and friends of
Scott Drier, who passed away
May 11. A celebration of life
was held on May 22 and the
Durand Rod & Gun Club.

To those who donated to
the thrift sale, those who
worked and those who
purchased items. Thank
you! We brought in
$2363.60!

. . .the family and friends of
LaRae Owens who passed
away May 18. A memorial service will be held June 5 at 2pm
at Olson Funeral Home.
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Our new phone system
has been installed and
the staff has been
learning all of the bells
and whistles. Thank you
for your patience during
the transition.

Replace the Roof!

Our sympathy to . . .

CLCW News

Phone system installed

Page 3

Our “garden” of umbrellas in
the narthex is steadily growing
as we get closer to our goal.
$27,200 has been raised of the
approximately $30,000
needed for the project. While
we do not yet have a date for
the work to begin, the
Administration Committee will
keep the congregation
Informed when the
information is available.
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THANK YOU . . .
. . . To the CLCW for a
beautiful quilt and sweet
card! I will treasure it
always as I journey to
college! - Allison Falkner

. . . To all who responded
to the congregational survey. Your input in the
future of Christ Lutheran
Church is very important.

SUMMER
CAMP FUN
BEGINS

activities and adventures
including swimming, hiking,
canoeing, archery, games,
arts and crafts, cookouts,
and meeting new friends.
These activities are all
centered on daily Bible
study and worship that
focuses on our summer
theme entitled “Sailing on
the High Cs”. There is still
time to sign up for an
experience that you son or
daughter will always
remember. Camp brochures
are available at your church
or you can register online at
www.lutherpark.org. If you
have questions or would
like to request information,
please contact Luther Park
at info@lutherpark.org
or715-859-2215

Hang up the
school backpacks and
put away
the books because summer
is here! It is time to make
sure that you have your
children and youth signed
up for the program of their
choice at Luther Park or
Luther Woods. First time
campers received a
discount! Camp programs
provide a variety of
The Friendly Visitor
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MALAWI SUNDAY

The annual celebration of
Christ Lutheran's
companionship with the
Balaka Parish in Malawi,
Africa will be on June 5. Our
guest preacher will be Ann
Knutson, veteran of
numerous mission trips to
Malawi and founder of the
Center for Girls and
Women's Empowerment, a
foundation that works
towards empowering women
and girls in education,
health, and leadership. She
will further update
developments there and
discuss the foundation's
work following the 9am
service at our coffee hour.
The ELCA NW Synod is
encouraging congregations
to assist several ministries
and projects of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Malawi and ELCA. One
priority is "Cyclone Ana
Relief"; the cyclone struck
Malawi earlier this year which
resulted in many deaths and
left tens of thousands
homeless. Please help,
marking your check "Malawi
Cyclone".
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Christ Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
Mar 8, 2022, 7:00pm
Fellowship Hall
Members Present
Dick Tyson, Tim Lehman,
Jerry Hoeflein, Leslie
Falkner, Kaye Wurm, Cathy
Zunker, Joe Wurm, Curt
Larson, Heidi Bradshaw,
Vicki Kuester and Pastor
Cheryl Matthews (ex-officio).

Members Absent Juan
Gamez, Beth Hein
Call to Order
Council Vice President Kaye
Wurm called the meeting to
order at 6:50pm at the
church.
Vision Statement was read
by Dick Tyson
Mission Statement was read
by All
Council Purpose was read by
All.
Approval of Agenda
[3-1] A motion was made and
seconded to approve a
revised agenda; Lehman/
Bradshaw; motion carried.
Dwelling in the Word
Pastor Cheryl Matthews led
us in a Word/Meditation,
Gospel, Luke 13
Approval of February 8,
2022, Council Minutes
[3-2] A motion was made and
seconded to accept the
minutes of the 2/8/22 council
meeting; Tyson/Hoeflein;
motion carried.
New Business
1. Discussion: Review
Church Covid Safety
The Friendly Visitor

protocols
Mask Mandate: change to
optional; discretion to change
for mandate change.
[3-3] A motion was made and
seconded to change the
mask mandate
recommendations to
optional, Tyson/Bradshaw;
motion carried.
2. Discussion: Monthly
Service Groups/Alter care
Update Lists with Church
Members/Altar Care- training
other members to increase
participation; Kristie & Doris
[3-4] A motion was made and
seconded put the Monthly
Service Groups on hold and
put out sign up sheets;
Hoeflein/Lehman.
3. Discussion: Wednesday’s
Table Request: Requesting
to return to in person dining
on 3-23-22, no drive ups;
discretion to change for
Covid mandate needs.
[3-5] A motion was made and
seconded to return to inperson dining on 3-23-22, no
drive ups; Tyson/Hoeflein;
motion carried.
4. Action: Pinewood Derby [3
-6]
Old Business
A. Cash Flow: Met with
Trisha/Dick - $10,000 was
taken from Line of credit and
will be reimbursed from the
Redemption fund
B. Synod Assembly
Delegates Jerry and Cindy
Hoeflein
C. Campus Ministry Board;
Josie and Heidi
D: Roof is leaking on the
Narthex, Permission to Sign
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Contract- Start Fundraising
Project for $30,000-$35,000
[3-7] A motion was made
and seconded to have Dan
Gonstead sign a contract to
get the roof fixed and start
fundraising with the
Congregation and the
remainder of the cost to
come from the Covenant
fund-with Congregation
approval; Lehman/Hoeflein;
motion carried.
Reports
A. Pastor’s Report
B. Committee Reports/
Actions/Financial Report
Other (time remaining)
Monday Night Service:
Congregation members
requested that Monday night
service to return to the
Fellowship Hall.
Adjournment
[3-8] A motion was made and
seconded to adjourn the
meeting; Falker/Zunker;
motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at
8:11 p.m. and closed with
The Lord’s Prayer.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary
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Christ Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
April 12th, 7:00 p.m. –
Fellowship Hall
Members Present
Dick Tyson, Tim Lehman, Jerry
Hoeflein,Leslie Falkner, Kaye
Wurm, Cathy Zunker, Joe
Wurm, Curt Larson, Heidi
Bradshaw, Vicki Kuester,Juan
Gamez, Beth Hein, and Pastor
Cheryl Matthews (ex-officio).
Call to Order
Council President Beth Hein
called the meeting to order at
6:50 p.m. at the Church.
Vision Statement was read by
Vicki Kuester
Mission Statement was read by
All
Council Purpose was read by
All.
Approval of Agenda
[4-1] A motion was made and
seconded to approve a revised
agenda; KWurm/Tyson; motion
carried.

seconded to approve the Cub
Scouts to use the Fellowship
Hall with no charge; K Wurm/
Lehman; motion carried
2. Action: Girl Scout Pancake
Breakfast Troop 3226 May 21st
7:30-noon
[4-3] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the Girl
Scout Pancake Breakfast Troop
the use of Fellowship Hall with
no fee. Bradshaw/Hoeflein;
motion carried
3. Discussion: Time and
Talent- how to distribute to
Congregation.
4. Discussion: Requirements for
choir participation
Old Business
1. Cash Flow- discussed
Ideas: Amazon Smiles, New
Vanco Cards; Thrivent Action
Teams-Darcy;
2.. Campus Ministry BoardFilled

4. Wednesday’s Table -

[4-4] a motion was made to
allow multiple take out meals;
will be up to the discretion of
the coordinator to Wednesday's
Table. K Wurm/Falkner; Motion
carried for discussion.
Reports
A. Pastor’s Report- The Bright
Spot Award
B. Committee Reports/
Actions/Financial Report
Other (time remaining)
Adjournment
[4-5] A motion was made and
seconded to adjourn the
meeting; Hoeflein/Falkner;
motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at
7:49pm and closed with The
Lord’s Prayer.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary

Council E-Mail Directory

• Heidi Bradshaw (Congregational Life) heidigwynbradshaw@gmail.com
• Leslie Falkner (Congregational Life): llfalkner@clopay.com
• Juan Gamez (Administration Committee): mfd1697@aol.com
• Beth Hein (Council President): heinfamily73@gmail.com
• Jerry Hoeflein:(Administration Committee):
Approval of March 8, 2022,
jer_bear_47@yahoo.com
Council Minutes
• Vickie Kuester (Outreach Committee): kuesterv@uwstout.edu
Approval for May meeting
• Curt Larson (Outreach Committee): c2larson@wwt.net
• Tim Lehmann (Administration Committee): tmcleh@gmail.com
New Business
• Pastor Cheryl Matthews: pastorcherylmatthews@gmail.com
1. Action: Cub Scouts would
like Fellowship Hall May 5th • Dick Tyson (Outreach Committee): tysonr@uwstout.edu
• Joe Wurm (Administration Committee): kjwurm@hotmail.com
4-8pm
• Kaye Wurm (Council Vice President): kayewurm@gmail.com
• Cathy Zunker (Council Secretary): catrocks1@yahoo.com
[4-2] A motion was made and

Dwelling in the Word
Pastor Cheryl Matthews led us
in a Word/Meditation Gospel,
Psalm 118

The Friendly Visitor
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FOOD MINISTRY
NEWS
Wednesday’s Table
Serving from 5 to 6pm
each Wednesday

All are welcome!
To sign up to help any
Wednesday at Wednesday’s
Table, please use this link:
<https://
www.welcome2clc.com/
volunteer-signup.html. You
may also sign up to help by
calling the church office (715235-5573) and we will make
sure you are signed up.
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS
NEEDED!

CLC FoodShelf
Each week from 5pm - 6pm,
we are serving up bags filled
with several meals of healthy,
non-perishable food to
several families in need. You
can help in two ways: Donate
money to the FoodShelf Fund
or donate food items. Please
place all food donations in
one of the collection carts.
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Luther Park
Volunteer
Tuesdays
Luther Park
welcomes
volunteers to join
them on different projects
around camp, like mailings,
folding, filing, raking trail
cleaning, wood cutting, brush
removal, painting, cleaning
and repairs. Please contact
the Luther Park office in advance at 715-859-2215 or
info@lutherpark.org.
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Did you know . . .
. . . The Spot is now a
Scholastic Classroom! You can
order gifts for the children in
your lives and help THE SPOT
continue to build the CLC
Library with up-to-date
literature. Shop Our Class
Page: https://
orders.scholastic.com/
YTMZ4. All orders earn FREE
Books for THE SPOT!

June 2022
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The Bencke Family in Japan
Dear friends, family, and
partners in mission,
We are already in our second
month of school since the new
school year began on April
1st. This past week we finally
enjoyed some sunshine and
warm weather. From what I am
hearing from friends and family
in MN, it sounds like spring has
been but a fleeting thought in
the eyes of nature.
We are preparing. Preparing
for Emilie's first visit to her
home since dropping her off at
college in 2020. Preparing for
our home assignment.
Preparing for our absence from
Japan during that time. And of
course, trying to always be
cognizant that in all of this, we
are preparing for eternal life
through a life of faithful service
to God.
Attached is the 93rd newsletter
of our career. It doesn't feel like
I have had 93 newsletters worth
of things to say! If you know of
anyone who might be
interested in reading my
musings, let me know in a
response to this email.
Thank you so much for your
support. We are encouraged by
you and your steadfast
faithfulness to God's call to
service.
-Jackie Bencke
The Friendly Visitor

May 2022: 93番

HE IS RISEN!
The Lord is risen, just as He said.
And in the fulfillment of this
promise, so too, we press on.
Whether we find ourselves
distraught with the pictures we
see of Ukraine, or the latest news
on COVID-19, or the economy, or
imminent final exams, or health
concerns, or relationship troubles,
still we press on. We are held in
the promise of victory over death.
Our kitchen faces the park, and
there are two little gardens where,
it is said, that the “women’s
organization” used to tend the
flower beds. Since we have lived
here, the two beds have been
weed patches, so a couple of years
ago I started planting things there
in the spring. Selfishly, I liked it to
look nice since I had to look at it
each day. It also gave our
neighbor to the north, who is in
his late 80’s now, an
“ikigai” (something to motivate
him to keep going) for each day, as
he faithfully waters the two little
beds. I have always wondered if I
was overstepping my bounds in
deciding what would go in the
beds. Last year, there were some
children at the park, so I gave
them the spade and the watering
bucket and they made the
arrangements of flowers. This
year it was just me. Well, at least I
thought it was just me.
Recently, as the warm weather
gave rise to my need to be outside
and playing in the dirt, I decided to
get some flowers for the park next
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door again. This time, while I was
planting, there were two older
women on a bench in the far
corner of the park, chatting. They
came up, introduced themselves,
and engaged me in some
conversation while I chopped up
clumps of dirt. Turned out that
the daughter of one of the ladies
had attended Luther High School.
We talked about our mutual
connections to the school, namely
that my daughters both attended
Luther and both Patrick and I work
on the same campus at the
adjoining college. One of the
women left, leaving the other
woman and me to continue
talking.
About five minutes into the
conversation, while they were
talking with me, this lady’s
daughter (the one who had
attended Luther as a high school
student), texted her and asked if
she still had the Bible from when
she was in high school. She
relayed this incredible
“coincidence” to me while I was
planting the flowers. I told her
that I had a bunch of Bibles in my
house next door and would be
happy to give her one. So, I
washed the dirt off my hands,
found the Bible that was in the
best condition, and brought it to
her.
She seemed stunned by the whole
interaction. There was this foreign
woman who happened to be
(continued on next page)
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planting flowers in the public park,
and who happened to be willing to
engage in some light conversation,
who happened to share some
connections with a nearby school,
who happened to have an extra
Bible and who happened to be
willing to give it to her. She kept
saying the word “gūzen,” over and
over, which means coincidence. I
told her that instead of thinking of
this as coincidence, that I was
choosing to think of it as God
forging a path of connections. I
asked her why her daughter
wanted the Bible and it turned out
that she wanted to teach her own
child a little of what she learned at
Luther, despite not being baptized
as a Christian. Even as I write this,
the phrase, “the woman at the
well” comes to mind, but in this
case, it is “the woman at the
park.”
Shortly, thereafter, I left the park
and came home.
Worship is our response to a
faithful and merciful God who
desires that we turn toward Him
in our daily lives as well as on
Sunday morning. We worship God
when we give thanks. We worship
God when we pray. We worship
God when we get our hands dirty
in an attempt to highlight God’s
hand in creation. We worship God
when we bring our questions to
the throne. We worship God
because the Holy Spirit enables us
in our faith to do so and gives us
the opportunity to bear witness to
the faithfulness that was first His.
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LUTHERAN CAMPUS
MINISTRY FUNDRAISER
Lutheran Campus Ministry is
excited to announce that they
will be hosting a monthly
online raffle drawing during
the months of May, June, and
July! You will have the chance
to win awesome raffle
baskets, gift cards and much
more from businesses in
Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire &
Menomonie!
Tickets are 1 for $10 or 3 for
$25. Tickets must be
purchased on our website
www.lcmstout.com using the
“Donate” tab. Be sure to
“like” us on Facebook
(Lutheran Campus Ministry to
UW-Stout) for prize reveals
and winners each month!
SAVE THE DATES!
Raffle tickets can be
purchased starting May 10
until May 31 at 6:00pm.
Tuesday, May 10: Raffle
basket #1 revealed on our
Facebook page. Tuesday, May
31: Tune in for the live raffle
drawing on our Facebook
page at 7:00pm.
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Raffle tickets can be
purchased starting June 10
until June 30 at 6:00pm.
Friday, June 10: Raffle basket
#2 revealed on our Facebook
page. Thursday, June 30:
Tune in for the live raffle
drawing on our Facebook
page at 7:00pm.
Raffle tickets can be
purchased starting July 10
until July 28 at 6:00pm.
Sunday, July 10: Raffle basket
#3 revealed on our Facebook
page. Thursday, July 28: Tune
in for the live raffle drawing
on our Facebook page at
7:00pm.
In addition, join us in person
on Sunday, August 7, 2022,
for our annual Outdoor
Worship Service, Pack the
Park with the three local ELCA
Lutheran Churches. Worship
will begin at 10:00am.There
will be a variety of raffle
baskets, prizes, games, food,
and worship! Proceeds from
the raffle baskets and lunch
will go to support Lutheran
Campus Ministry to
UW-Stout.
Thank you for your generous
donations, prayers and
support!
LCM Director- Sara Reed

June 2022
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Senior Recognition Sunday

Pentecost

May 22, we recognized those
members of Christ Lutheran
Church who graduated from high school this
academic year. They are:

Traditionally considered the birthday of
the Church, is celebrated this year on
Sunday, June 5. Please wear something
red to the service.

DJ Deutsch
Isabel Eckert
Allison Falkner

Joaquin Gamez
Levi Grutt
Nicholas Haviland
+++

Katie Wagner will be graduating with a
Master of Divinity Degree from Luther
Seminary on June 5.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU!!
(If we missed someone, please let the church
office know.)

Outdoor worship
(weather, permitting) will be held the
third Sunday of the month beginning
June 19. Please bring your own chairs
to the outdoor service.

I find JOY in
every day life.
Not because life
is always good,
but because GOD is.

Prayer Ventures for June 2022
1 LGBTQ Pride Month Give thanks for the gifts,
wisdom and faith of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer neighbors and siblings in
Christ. Ask the Spirit to stir and embolden us to
advocate for laws, practices, values, and institutional
and social change that address injustice, bias and
exclusion.
2 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Central/Southern
Illinois, Nebraska, North Carolina and Sierra Pacific
synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the
church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
3 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Florida-Bahamas,
Lower Susquehanna, Montana, Northwestern Ohio,
South Dakota, Southeastern and Western North
Dakota synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide
and encourage them as they reflect on the mission
of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel,
serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.

- Alita Reynolds-

The Friendly Visitor
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4 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Eastern North
Dakota, Metropolitan Chicago, Northwest
Washington and West Virginia-Western Maryland
synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the
church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
5 Day of Pentecost Pray for the leaders, voting
members and others gathering for the assemblies of
the Northern Illinois and Upstate New York synods,
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage
them as they reflect on the mission of the church,
choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our
neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
6 Pray for an end to the invasion of Ukraine and the
violence inflicted upon its citizens, for the safety and
well-being of its refugees, for the healing of its
communities and for the restoration of its
infrastructure.
7 The ELCA World Hunger Global Farm Challenge is a
youth-focused campaign to accompany our
neighbors who live with the threats of hunger and
poverty. Pray that our church will meet its
fundraising goal of $500,000 to equip communities
around the world and in the U.S. with the resources
needed to turn hunger into hope and self-sufficiency.
8 Remember your baptism and give thanks that, in
Christ and through the Spirit, our new identity as
children and heirs of God is revealed, shaped and
guided so that we might live our faith with
confidence and joy and serve our neighbor with
compassion, mercy and generosity.

9 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Central States,
Indiana-Kentucky and New England synods, that the
Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as
they reflect on the mission of the church, choose
leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and
do God’s work in the world.
10 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Grand Canyon; La
Crosse Area; Northeastern Pennsylvania;
The Friendly Visitor

Metropolitan Washington, D.C.; Northeastern Iowa;
Northwestern Pennsylvania; and Southwestern
Texas synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide
and encourage them as they reflect on the mission
of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel,
serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
11 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Southwestern
Minnesota, Southwestern California and Allegheny
synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the
church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
12 Holy Trinity Sunday Celebrate and pray for our
faith to deepen as we embrace the mystery of the
Holy Trinity — Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever, always present for us.
13 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the South Carolina
Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the
church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.

14 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have
established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them?” (Psalm 8:3-4). Give thanks and praise that
God shows no bias, understands our human
complexities and is not constrained by human
borders, rules or traditions.
15 Pray that our hope and strength will be grounded
and renewed in God’s boundless and unfaltering
love, especially in times when we feel uncertain,
discouraged or powerless to impact what goes on in
the world today.
16 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen,
guide and encourage them as they reflect on the
mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the
gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the
world.
(continued on next page)
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17 Emanuel Nine, martyrs Today we remember the
members of Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston, N.C., who were killed by a
self-professed white supremacist while gathered for
Bible study. Pray that we — as individuals, a church
and a society — will reaffirm our commitment to
repent from the sins of racism and white supremacy,
and that the Spirit will change our hearts and lead us
to value, love and welcome all people as the
wonderful handiwork of God.

18 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the Upper
Susquehanna Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen,
guide and encourage them as they reflect on the
mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the
gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the
world.
19 Juneteenth This day of celebration commemorates the end of slavery in the United States, an observance dating back to June 19, 1865. Give thanks
to God for the diversity of humankind and pray that
God will help, guide and strengthen our commitment
to work for the full inclusion of all people in the
church, in our society and throughout the world.
20 On Father’s Day, give thanks and pray for fathers,
stepfathers, foster fathers, fathers struggling with
parenting, and men without children of their own
who serve as loving and caring adults in the lives of
children and youth.
21 Remember in prayer seasonal workers, often
working behind the scenes, who are in transition
throughout the year; pray that they will find safe and
sustaining employment, affordable housing and a
sense of community in our congregations.

24 John the Baptist Though we may lack the singlemindedness, fervor and sacrificial spirit of John the
Baptist in proclaiming Christ, give thanks that God
uses our unique qualities and gifts to serve our
neighbor and share the life-changing gospel with
whomever we encounter in our daily life.
25 Pray for programs and partners of the ELCA
churchwide organization that support young adults
as they grow in faith and discover who God is calling
them to be in the world, including ELCA Young Adult
Ministry, Young Adults in Global Mission, Young
Adult Justice Network, Campus Ministry, and
outdoor ministries.
26 Pray that we might follow Christ with passion and
commitment, sharing the good news, inviting others
into faith and showing grace toward our neighbor
when we encounter resistance, difficulty or disbelief.
27 Pray that God will hear our concern and yearning
for our communities and schools to be safe from gun
violence; pray that the Spirit will transform that
concern and yearning into advocacy for commonsense gun laws, community conversations and
initiatives, and loving care for those impacted by
gun violence.
28 Give thanks and pray for the safety of firefighters,
first responders, members of the National Guard,
disaster response volunteers, relief agencies and
neighbors who respond to individuals and
communities in times of severe weather and natural
disaster.

22 Give thanks and praise that God is at work to
reclaim, transform and unite us as children of God
through our baptism in Christ.

29 Peter and Paul, apostles Peter and Paul disagreed
with each other yet were united in their
commitment to spread the good news of Jesus Christ
and encourage communities of faith. Pray that we
will be united in our faith as siblings in Christ, moving
beyond our differences and using our unique gifts
and perspectives to do God’s work in the world,
together.

23 Pray that summer programs and community
ministries of our congregations will stir faith and
hope and attend to the needs of communities. Give
thanks for volunteers who share their enthusiasm,
faith, time and gifts to help summer ministries
thrive.

30 Pray for the churchwide organization staff and
volunteer leaders across the country preparing for
the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans, and
for the congregations, youth and adults anticipating
this rich experience of worship, community, faith
formation, learning and service.
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1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI 54751

Pastoral Ministry
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation.
Pastor: Cheryl Matthews (608-863-1697; pastorcherylmatthews
@gmail.com)
Lutheran Campus Ministry Director: Sara Reed
(lcmstoutdirector@gmail.com)
Chancel Choir Director: Brian Klein
Worship/Choir Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms
Alternate Accompanists: Andrew Maki, Mary Merritt
Youth Ministry
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Sunday School (COSMO)
Superintendent: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Accompanist: Mary Merritt
Maintenance
Custodian: Tom Surdick (cell 715-505-7022)
Missionary Sponsorship
Patrick & Jackie Bencke, Japan (jackie@bencke.com)
Food Ministry
Coordinator: Heather Lannon (clcfoodministry@gmail.com)
Office Staff
Church Secretary Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 8:30am to 3pm;
Friday—office closed. (Please note the pastor’s day off is Friday.)
Secretary: Jillyn Geissler (The.Office.CLC@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Dick Rank/Tricia Rank-Larson (Financial.CLC@gmail.com)
Radio Ministry
Radio Broadcast on 880 AM Sundays at 9:30am
Limited Range (Parking Lot) Frequency on 107.7 FM
Livestream Ministry
Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk (TechUser.CLC@gmail.com)
Internet Ministry
Sunday bulletins, “Friendly Visitor” newsletters, calendar, audio of Sunday
services, and much more may be found at www.Welcome2CLC.com or at
www.facebook.com/Welcome2CLC.

www.Welcome2CLC.com
Facebook: Welcome2CLC
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“Love Jesus,
Grow Together,
Serve Others.”
Welcome!

