The Friendly Visitor
from
Christ Lutheran Church

1306 Wilcox Street

Menomonie, WI 54751

www.Welcome2CLC.com

November @ Christ
1
2

Executive Board meeting at 6:30pm

The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table from
5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 6ths
Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from
6:15pm to 7pm; High School Youth from 6:15pm
to 7pm

3
5

Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm

Bridge to Hope Quilt Tour from 9:30am to
3:30pm;

6

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY; Daylight Savings Time
ends at 2am; Worship with Holy Communion at
9am: Faith Formation at 10:15am; Worship
service at Autumn Village at 2pm
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15
16

Mission workday at 9am in Fireside Room

17
19
20

Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm

The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC
FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 6ths
Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from 6:15pm
to 7pm; High School Youth from 6:15pm to 7pm
Holiday Vendor/Craft Fair from 9am to 3pm;

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY; Worship with Holy
Communion at 9am; Faith Formation at 10:15am;
Thanksgiving meal packing; Game Night at 4:30pm
in the Fellowship Hall

21 Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30pm in
the Fellowship Hall

22

the Sanctuary

Mission Workday at 9am; Deadline for December Friendly Visitor submissions; Communion Service at NODC at 3:15pm

8

23 CLC FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s

9

24
27
28

7 Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30pm in
Election Day; Bake sale outside Fellowship Hall;
All Committee Night - Committees at 5:30pm;
Committees with Church Council at 6:30pm;
Church Council at 7pm
The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC
FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm;
6ths Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from
6:15pm to 7pm; High School Youth from 6:15pm
to 7pm.

10 Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm
13 Youth Sunday; Worship with Holy Communion at 9am; Faith Formation at 10:15am

14

Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30pm in
the Fellowship Hall

Table from 5pm to 6pm; NO THANKGIVING EVE
SERVICE
Thanksgiving; Office closed;
Worship with Holy Communion at 9am

Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30pm in
the Fellowship Hall

30

The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC
FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 6ths
Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from 6:15pm
to 7pm; High School Youth from 6:15pm to 7pm

Scripture Readings for November
Nov 6

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

Nov 13

Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

Nov 20

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

Nov 27

Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Council and Committee Night
All committees will meet
individually on Tuesday,
November 8, from 5:30pm to
6:30pm. Committees and
council then meet together in
the sanctuary at 6:30pm, and
the council meets at 7pm
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Daylight
Saving Time
ends Nov. 6
Remember
to turn your
clocks back one hour before going
to bed on November 5!

All Saints Sunday
On All Saints Sunday, November 6, we
will remember the following saints who
have passed away this year:
Lorraine Norrish
Leona Evenson
Phyllis Hansen
Clyde Smith
LaRae Owens
Kay Brummeyer
Evelyn Hintzman
Carolyn Hemming
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Welcome to November!
The eleventh month of our
calendar always provides us
a wonderful opportunity in
the Church to give thanks for
God’s abundant blessings to
us – past, present, and
future. We begin by looking back,
remembering the faithfulness of God to the
world and to the church as we give thanks for
those who have walked before us in the faith
on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 6th – those whom
God used to lay the foundation of faith for us
and who now bask in the light of eternity. We
will be remembering those from our church
family who have died this past year and
lighting a candle for each on the altar.
Then we give thanks for all the ways that God
provides for us as we gather around tables
for our Thanksgiving celebrations. I hope you
enjoy these times of fellowship with family
and friends. (Note: We will not have a worship service here on Thanksgiving Eve.)
Sunday, November 27 marks the beginning
of the Advent season, the time of the year
where the Church renews its millennia-old
prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus!” We ask the Holy
Spirit to prepare our hearts to receive our
returning King Jesus when he comes again,
even as we prepare to remember and
celebrate his coming as the baby of
Bethlehem. We thank God for the salvation
provided us in Jesus, and we thank God for
the hope that is ours – resurrection victory,
new heavens and a new earth, and the
promise that we will see our God face-to-face
and enter his joy forever.
Looking back, assessing the present, and
looking ahead, we find all sorts of reasons to
give thanks. God has provided for us. God has
The Friendly Visitor

blessed and walked with our families. God
has been faithful and true to all his promises.
And the final destination for the people of
God is utterly glorious, and it is certain.
As part of that process of looking forward
and participating faithfully in God’s mission,
we will be praying for the Holy Spirit’s leading
as the Call Committee of Christ Lutheran
continues its good work. They are now
receiving names and profiles of pastoral
candidates and will prayerfully assess who
they will interview. Please keep the call
committee in your prayers as they discern
which candidate they will bring before the
Church Council and the Congregation for a
final vote. Hopefully, it will not be long
before we will welcome a new pastor to
serve here at Christ Lutheran.
I give thanks for all who have done so much
work to get us to this point: the Transition
Team, the Call Committee, the Church
Council, members of our committees, the
church staff, and every member who has
prayed for the Spirit to lead us in this interim
time. I am deeply grateful for each and
everyone of you and the many gifts you have
brought to this process.
Thanks be to God!
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Christ Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
August 9, 2022, 7pm
Members Present: Dick Tyson,
Tim Lehman, Leslie Falkner, Kaye
Wurm, Cathy Zunker, Joe Wurm,
Curt Larson, Vickie Kuester, Heidi
Bradshaw, Beth Hein and Pastor
Cheryl Matthews (ex-officio)
Members Absent: Juan Gamez
Call to Order:
Council President Beth Hein
called the meeting to order at
6:56pm at the church.
Vision Statement was read by
Dick Tyson.
Mission Statement was read by
all.
Council Purpose was read by all.
Approval of Agenda:
[8-1] A motion was made and
seconded to approve a revised
agenda with addition to amend
the agenda to fix the Mission
Statement and to discuss
monthly focus; D Tyson/T
Lehman; motion carried.
Dwelling in the Word:
Pastor Cheryl Mathews led us in
a Word/Meditation on Luke
12:49-56.
Approval of July 12, 2022,
Council Minutes:
[8-2] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the July 12,
2022 meeting minutes and
attendance-absence Heidi
Bradshaw and Juan Gamez; T
Lehman/L Falkner; motion
carried.
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New Business:
1. Discussion: Upcoming Events:
A. Food for the Poor, Pastor
Cheryl’s 40th Ordination
Anniversary - outdoor service
8/21/22
B. God’s Work, Our Hands,
Homecoming Sunday 9/11/12
(Pastor Cheryl’s Birthday)
C. Breaking Chains - outdoor
service 9/25/22
2. Action: Holiday Vendor/Craft
Fair tentative 11/19/22;
waive fees
[8-3] A motion was made and
seconded to approve tentative
date of Vendor/Craft Fair
11/19/22 and waive fee; K
Wurm/T Lehman; motion carried.

adjourn the meeting: K Wurm/H
Bradshaw; motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at
8;15pm and closed with The
Lord’s Prayer.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary

Old Business:
1. Discussion: CoVid Guidelines Using recommendations as
guided by the county
2. Discussion: Bylaw Review
3. Discussion: Monthly Focus
Reports:
1. Pastor’s Report - Exceeded
goal for roof!
2. Committee
Reports/Actions/
Financial
Report - Security
Cameras;
mounting
cameras inside
the building
Other (time
remaining):
Adjournment:
[8-4] A motion
was made and
seconded to

Council Directory
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heidi Bradshaw (Congregational Life)
Leslie Falkner (Congregational Life)
Beth Hein
(Council President)
Vickie Kuester (Outreach Committee)
Curt Larson
(Outreach Committee)
Tim Lehmann (Administration Committee)
Pastor Cheryl Matthews
Dick Tyson
(Outreach Committee)
Joe Wurm
(Administration Committee)
Kaye Wurm
(Council Vice President)
Cathy Zunker (Council Secretary)
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Christ Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
September 13, 2022, 7pm
Members Present: Dick Tyson,
Tim Lehman, Leslie Falkner, Kaye
Wurm, Cathy Zunker, Joe Wurm,
Curt Larson, Vickie Kuester, Beth
Hein and Pastor Cheryl Matthews
(ex-officio)
Members Absent: Heidi
Bradshaw

Call to Order:
Council President Beth Hein
called the meeting to order at
7:06pm at the church.
Vision Statement was read by
Leslie Falkner.
Mission Statement was read by
all.
Council Purpose was read by all.
Approval of Agenda:
[9-1] A motion was made and
seconded to approve a revised
agenda with addition of the Boy
Scout calendar and the Cub Scout
calendar T Lehman/ K Wurm;
motion carried.
Dwelling in the Word:
Pastor Cheryl Mathews led us in
a Word/Meditation on the
Parable of the Dishonest
Manager, Luke 16:1-13

Approval of August 9, 2022,
Council Minutes:
To be tabled for October 11th
meeting
New Business:
1. Action: church membership
Megan Hunter transfer
[9-2] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the transfer
The Friendly Visitor

of membership of Megan Hunter;
L Falkner/J Wurm; motion
carried.
2. Discussion: Fall Congregational Meeting: Committee Budget Deadline; October 23rd.
Narrative budget on our Ministries: new council members,
expanded schnackies, slide
show.
3. Discussion: Council/
Committee goals for 2023:
Budget aligns with Plan for
Ministry; Engaging congregation and monthly focus to
align with ministries
4. Action: Ministry Site Profile
approval
[9-3] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the Ministry
Site Profile; T Lehman/J Wurm;
motion carried.
5. Action: Approve the dated for
the Cub Scout calendar - Fellowship Hall 6-8pm November 17 Rain Gutter Regatta;
December 15 Christmas Potluck and waive fees.
[9-4] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the Cub
Scouts’ calendar - Fellowship Hall
with no charge; T Lehman/K
Wurm; motion carried.

2. Committee Reports/Actions/
Financial Report - Focused
Giving Campaign for 2023
[9-5] A motion was made and
seconded to approve the Focused
Giving Campaign for 2023; T
Lehman/J Wurm; motion
carried.
Other (time
remaining):
Adjournment:
[9-6] A motion was made and
seconded to adjourn the
meeting: K Wurm/D Tyson;
motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at
8;27pm and closed with The
Lord’s Prayer.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary

Old Business:
1. Cash Flow - September is off
to a good start. Deficit
reducing.
2. Bylaw considerations (through
page 7) start at page 8 to present
proposed changes for Fall
meeting.
Reports:
1. Pastor’s Report - The Bright
Spot Award
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[The following Annual Meeting Minutes were
approved at the Fall Congregational Meeting on
October 23, 2022.]

Christ Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2022
Call to Order
Council President Beth Hein Called the meeting to order
at 10:15am at the Church and on Zoom.
Opening Devotion
Pastor Cheryl lead us in Devotions: Opening Prayer
Approval of Minutes-Annual Meeting, October 24th, 2021
[1-1a] A motion was made and seconded to accept the
minutes of the October 24th, 2021,Annual Meeting. Tyson/
Wagner; motion carried.
Annual Reports
1. Pastor-Greatest impact on our Community
2. Youth Director-Backbone of multiple Youth Ministries
3. Administration/Congregational Life/Outreach
4. CLCW-Thank you for the continued support to all the
Ministries and all of your hard work.
5. Council-Thank you
6. Financial-online giving
CLC-Halvorson Cemetery Board
Unfinished Business
New BusinessCovenant Fund Distribution: $2558.01
40% outside of Church: Stepping Stones Campaign to
build a Homeless Shelter
40% inside of Church: General Fund
20% discretionary: Support the Call Process

the budget to support the Radio Broadcast Ministry.
[1-4a] a motion was made and seconded to add $2000 to
support the Radio Broadcast to the Budget to 2022;
KWurm/Wagner motion carried.
Election of Council Members
Jeff Merritt nominates Curt Larson; Curt accepts
Beth Hein nominates Jerry Hoeflein; Jerry Accepts
[1-5a] A motion was made and seconded to accept the
Election of Kurt and Jerry for the Council. Tye/Merritt motion carried.
[1-6a] Unanimous Ballot was made and seconded to accept the Unanimous Ballot; Jeremy W/D.Falk; motion carried.

Election of Nominating Committee
Kathy Wagner
Jeff Merritt
Dick Tyson
Libby Wallace
Lexi Marsh
[1-7a] A motion was made and seconded to nominate and
elect the Nominating Committee; Tye/Hoeflein; motion
carried.
Other:
Discussion: The Call Process brief information
Discussion: Time and Talent; what Talents can the Congregation provide
Discussion: Updating the Bylaws.
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15am and closed with
Pastor Randy's Prayer.
[1-8a] a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the
Annual Meeting; JMerritt/MMerritt; motion carried.
Cathy Zunker, Secretary

[1-2a] A motion was made and seconded the motion to
approve the Covenant Fund distribution; Tyson/Tye; motion carried.

Budget Approval:
[1-3a] A motion was made and seconded to approve the
Budget approval for 2022; Wagner/K Wurm; motion carried.
Discussion: The Wednesdays Table Ministry Position to
be a paid Employee Position Salary Paid by the Church or
Donation. $7800 is in the proposed budget as a paid position by the Church.
Discussion: Transportation cost for The Spot. $5000 is in
the proposed budget to get more kids from other schools.
Discussion: Radio Broadcast Ministry taken out of the
budget. The Radio Broadcast can be funded by Donations
and other areas in the budget. Proposing to add $2000 to

The Friendly Visitor
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Memorials/Honoraria
For the Dan & Marilyn Tye
Technology Fund in memory
of:
10/2 - Carolyn Hemming from
Dave & Jane Amble;
10/9 - Carolyn Hemming from
Cheryl Lowery;
For the Radio Fund in memory
of:
10/2 - Francis Eiseth from
Sharon and Arlene Mork;
For the CLCW in memory of:
10/23 - Carolyn Hemming,
Evelyn Hintzman and Kay
Brummeyer from Sue Dahm

TRICK OR TREAT AT
CHRIST LUTHERAN: On
Monday, October 31,
from 5pm to 7pm, there
will be corndogs around a
campfire, hot cocoa,
Halloween treats, and
fun! (Activities will be on
the west side of the building along Wilcox Street.)

For the Radio Fund in honor of:
10/9 - the birthdays of Kyle
Kuester (Oct 9); Lavone Kuester
(Oct 13) and Grace Nelson (Oct
5) from Larry and Vickie Kuester

SAVE THE DATE
CLCW Annual
Christmas Thrift Sale Saturday, December 3
from 9am -3pm.
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CLC GAME NIGHT will be
held Sunday, November
20, at 4:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. You don’t
need to bring anything,
but you are welcome to
bring your favorite game
and/or a bag of munchies
to share. If you have any
questions, please contact
Jane Amble or Kathy
Wagner. Please note that
Game Night will not be
held in December due to
the busy time of year.
Page 7

FROM THE ELCA
Public response period:
Social message on
climate care
We need your help! A
draft of the ELCA's forthcoming social message on
climate change and how
we are called to
respond has been
posted, and the public
comment period is open
through Friday, Dec. 2.
The draft will be edited in
response to your feedback and brought to the
ELCA Church Council for a
vote this spring. To read
the draft and
provide your input
through our online form,
go to elca.org/climatecare
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The Bencke Family in Japan
Dear friends and family,
With only a handful of days left in the
U.S., our home assignment has officially
come to a close. It was a whirlwind tour,
covering
almost 6000 miles in five states. I look
forward to sharing some reflections
about our visits in the next newsletter. Let me just say right here, THANK
YOU, to all who invited us or hosted us or
supported us or prayed for us. It was an
incredible
experience for which we are so blessed.
For now, please know that you remain in
our hearts, in our prayers, and that we
are so grateful that you are willing to accompany us as we accompany the Japanese people in their spiritual lives.
Jackie

This past July, I (Jackie) had an opportunity to
attend a conference at St. Olaf College. The
intersection of worship, theology, and arts is
about a perfect set of topics that I can imagine
for the
professional development of missionaries. At
that point, I had just arrived in the U.S. and was
still
processing the rather hostile entry we had
experienced as we encountered the customs
and
immigration agents in Seattle. The anxiety and
malcontent of people was palpable and very
unexpected. I can only imagine what it must be
like for those entering the U.S. for the first time
and whose “first impression” of Americans was
at the border.
Admittedly, I was pretty outraged at what I was
witnessing. As I listened to the presenters,
however, I felt the Holy Spirit douse me with
bucketsful of mercy and grace. I began to see
the extent to which this country has experienced .
The Friendly Visitor

September 2022 - 95 番
trauma and is just so exhausted. I only heard about it – I
wasn’t here to feel it or have my eyes, ears, mind and
heart assaulted daily with the unfolding suffering that is
happening in both the larger American context and even
within the communities of faith where we worship.
I was reminded of the Hebrew word for wilderness, which
is “midbar.” It is a term derived from “davar” and “diber,”
which refer to the spoken word or
commandments. The “mi” prefix has a few meanings, but
can refer to being “divided” or “separated from.” Certainly it is a fitting metaphor for today’s context to view these
past couple of years as a wilderness, where we are increasingly divided, or even separated from both one another, and God at times.
While the idea of “wilderness” or a concept of
“wild” (lawless disorder) is not particularly common in
Japan, at least not like Americans typically understand
“wilderness,” a closer metaphor would be those
referencing the sea, such as the large wave depicted in
the famous block print.

I imagine that many have seen this picture. It is and is
often referred to as a picture of a Japanese tsunami.
Have you ever noticed that Mt. Fuji is right in the
center of this image? Look closely and you’ll see it, far in
the background. There are also three boats of people in
the image, looking as though they might have their lives
flashing before them. They are about to be crushed by
Page 8
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(Bencke newsletter continued)

this mighty wave of water that
seeks to fall back into the sea from
where it emerged. Probably all
that the people see is the wall of
water in front of them, churning
and tossing them to and fro. If it
were me, I probably wouldn’t
notice the massive mountain,
stable and unchanging on the
safety of the shore.
As Christians, we are not immune
to the fragile or tumultuous
storms of life. We, like anyone, are
often fixing our eyes on the big
wave of scariness and instability
that is right in front of us, instead
of on the rock of ages, unchanging
and unshakable that is right there
on the horizon. The disciplines of
joy and hope are not sentiments,
based on our circumstances. They
are, in the words of Rev. Willie
Jennings, acts of resistance against
despair. Joy and hope are both
counterintuitive forces, and Christ
calls us to a countercultural life.

A HUGE THANK YOU to
all who helped with the
Lutheran World Relief
drive this year. Whether
you donated supplies or
funds; sewed quilts;
assembled school kits,
layettes or sewing kits or
packed boxes your work is
truly appreciated. There
were 69 quilts, 87
layettes, 69 school kits
and 4 sewing kits that
were sent to Lutheran
World Relief on October
15. They will be sent to
various places around the
world to help those in
need. This could not have
been done without your
help.

Dates to remember
Nov 15: Mission Work Day at
9am
Nov 22: Mission Work Day at
9am
Dec 3: CHRISTMAS SALE 9-3 in
the Fellowship Hall
Nancy Bourget and Arla Graff
CLCW Co-President
The Friendly Visitor

Daylight Savings Time
Ends at 2am
Men’s Band Worship at
Trinity Lutheran Church in
Boyceville 9am followed
by a potato pancake meal
to benefit their youth
program
November 8 Voting in Fellowship Hall
Election Bake Sale in
Office wing hallway
November 12 The Menomonie Singers
perform at First Presbyterian Church in Chippewa Falls at 2pm
November 13 YOUTH SUNDAY

--CLCW News

November 6 ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

Happenings In November
November 5 Bridge to Hope Quilt Tour
9:30am - 3:30pm
Peace Lutheran Church
Mission Festival and
Bazaar 9am - Noon
Saving Grace Lutheran
Church Bazaar and Bake
Sale 9am - 2pm
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The Menomonie Singers
perform at Our Savior’s
Lutheran in Menomonie
at 2pm
November 20 New Member Sunday
November 27 First Sunday in Advent

November 2022
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COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM
The Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) works to improve the health of low income adults age
60+ years by supplementing their diets with nutritious foods. The monthly food package, worth about $35,
is available at no cost to eligible individuals. The foods are intended to be a supplement and do not provide a complete diet.
Who is eligible?
Any senior that is age 60 or older and has a gross monthly income that is less or equal to CSFP income
guidelines in the table below.
How does CSFP work?
CSFP provides a monthly supplemental food package that will typically include: canned fruit and vegetables, dry or canned milk, cheese, canned meat, peanut butter or dried beans, cereal and grains, rice, instant potatoes or pasta. If you have two people in your household that qualify then you will get two boxes

Effective: February 9, 2022. Based on 130% of the US Dept. of 2022 Health and Human Services Poverty
Guidelines. Use total gross income – before taxes and deductions – of ALL household members. Every 60+ year-old household member is eligible to receive their own monthly food package.
Household Size

Monthly Income

One

$1,473

Two

$1,984

Three

$2,495

Four

$3,007

Five

$3,518

Six

$4,029

Seven

$4,541

Eight

$5,052

Each additional household member

Add $512

How to apply for CSFP?
Fill out pre-registration forms at designated host sites or call below to pre-register. Take proof of address
and knowledge of your gross monthly income. After you are signed up you will be able to pick up your commodities once per month at designated sites, or you can send a proxy to pick up on your behalf. Several
communities have distribution sites including: Boyceville, Barron, Durand, Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, and
Menomonie. To sign up for the CSFP program or to learn more, contact Nancy Johnson, CSFP Coordinator
at 715-977-1167, or email njohnson@westcap.org.

The Friendly Visitor
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Offering Envelopes
If you are currently receiving offering
envelopes mailed to you, but do not
need them anymore (paying online
etc); if you would like to receive
offering envelopes; if your address or
phone number has changed recently,
please let the church office know so we
may update our records. Thank you!

***

Prayer Ventures for November
1 All Saints Day Give thanks and praise to God for
saints who have helped enrich our faith in Christ,
inspired us to lives of service, cared for us,
demonstrated grace when we needed it most,
taught us life skills, influenced our values and
stirred our hope and joy.

Financial Spotlight
As the old saying goes, “The way to
a man’s (or woman’s!) heart is
through their stomach.” Our
food-based ministries nourish the
hearts and souls of people in our
community each week, including
yours, when you support and
donate to Wednesday’s Table, CLC
FoodShelf, and Thanksgiving meal
baskets. Thanks for
your warm and
caring hearts!

2 Native American Heritage Month Praise God for
Native American and Alaska Native neighbors and
siblings in Christ, who represent a rich diversity of
gifts, backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities
and congregations, and whose history long
predates the colonization of North America. Pray
for the work of ELCA Indigenous Ministries and
Tribal Relations in seeking justice and
reconciliation for all people, celebrating diversity
within Christ’s unifying love and supporting Native
congregations and ministries.
3 “Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the
widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the
Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be like snow” (Isaiah 1:17-18). Pray that we will
respect the word and desires of God, seek the
Spirit’s guidance in responding to our neighbors in
need, and trust God to create and renew a spirit of
compassion and generosity within us.
(continued on next page)
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(November Prayer Ventures continued from previous
page)

4 Pray for those affected by wildfires, flooding,
droughts and hurricanes, especially people
struggling through immediate and long-term
recovery. Ask the Spirit to inspire our generosity
toward and involvement in the work of Lutheran
Disaster Response and its partners to bring relief,
support, hope and resources to our neighbors in
need.
5 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Pray that, in every
challenge we face, the Spirit will increase our trust
and confidence in God’s presence, care and help in
our lives.
6 Praise the teachings and example of Jesus, who
calls for us to be caring disciples, unafraid of being
involved in the lives of those suffering injustice,
persecution, isolation, grief, poverty or illness.
7 Pray for our outdoor ministry leaders as they
gather for the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry
conference in Boise, Idaho. Pray that their time
together in the presence of the Spirit will be rich in
mutual care and encouragement, ideas and
resources, and opportunities to nurture their skills
for serving in camp and retreat ministries.
8 Election Day Pray that our elected leaders will
respect and serve all people, and that the Spirit
will inspire and guide them in mending divisions,
creating unity and encouraging constituents to
work together for the well-being of all.
9 Ask the Spirit to deepen our understanding of
Jesus and how the gift of God’s son has the power
to transform our lives and identities in amazing
and unimagined ways.

11 Veterans Day Honor and give thanks for those
who have served in the military to secure freedom,
justice, peace and security for our country and
other nations. Remembering the sacrifices they
have made on our behalf, pray for their families,
their congregations, federal chaplains, and
organizations that support and care for returning
veterans.
12 Give thanks for the ELCA Lay Schools for
Ministry Network and for the Select Learning
program, through which our church and its
partners provide laity with opportunities to
deepen their faith, study Scripture and apply
their skills and life experiences to following
Christ and serving the church, their communities
and the world.

13 Pray that the Spirit will help us live our
baptismal journeys in anticipation of the return
of Christ, with confidence in God’s grace and
without fear, worry or obsession over when or
how that day will come.
14 Reaffirm to God our commitment to equal
employment opportunity for all citizens,
especially our neighbors and siblings in Christ
who live with disabilities but whose gifts enrich
our communities and nation.
15 Pray for a peaceful end to the war in Ukraine,
and that the millions of people displaced from
their homes and communities might find
comfort, healing, hope and stability, returning to
the daily lives and routines they once knew.
16 Pray for the ELCA’s Homeless and Justice
Network, a coalition of ministries called to serve
those on the margins who experience
homelessness, poverty and injustice.

10 Give thanks and pray for leaders of our church
as they gather for the ELCA Church Council, that
the Spirit will inspire faithfulness, wisdom, vision
and creativity in their deliberations, decisions and
guidance.

The Friendly Visitor
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17 “Do not be weary in doing what is right” (2
Thessalonians 3:13). Pray that our assurance of
eternal life in the kingdom of God will free us to
live in the here and now, fully engaged with our
lives and vocations, sharing the gospel, serving
our neighbor and working for justice.
18 Pray that we might confess our role in the
climate change wreaking havoc throughout the
world and might grasp the urgency of managing
and caring for the earth, its resources and all living
things — fragile gifts that God has entrusted to our
use, care and restoration.
19 Pray for the ELCA’s advocacy network and the
work it empowers us to do for justice, equity and
the well-being of society.
20 The love and mercy of God, which we
experience in the life, suffering and sacrifice of
Jesus, are for our sake and salvation. Pray that the
Spirit will deepen our faith in Christ and help us
reflect God’s unconditional, sacrificial love for
humanity.
21 Give thanks for Lutheran Men in Mission,
Women of the ELCA and congregational ministries
that attend to the spiritual, physical, emotional
and relational needs of all ages, and that nurture
leaders for the church, our communities and
society.
22 Remember the people of Puerto Rico, who
have suffered multiple natural disasters and
endure ongoing, extensive recovery work. Ask the
Spirit to renew their faith, hope, stamina and
resilience; pray that they will make progress in
restoring their infrastructure and regaining access
to food, water, shelter, sanitation and medical
services.
23 Give thanks to God for rescuing us from the
power of darkness through the gift of Jesus
Christ—our teacher, our truth and the light
illuminating our complicated lives.
The Friendly Visitor

24 Thanksgiving Day Remember that everything
we have to sustain and renew us, physically and
spiritually, comes from God. Let us promise to be
generous with all we have and to tirelessly bear
the good news that Jesus Christ, the bread of life
for the world that is never depleted, is our hope
and salvation.
25 Native American Heritage Day Give thanks for
the cultures, values, accomplishments and
spirituality of Native Americans that have shaped
our nation and church. We commit to learning
more about Indigenous people and tribal nations
and to working together to correct inaccuracies of
history.
26 Pray that we will be responsible in what we
consume and how we spend our money, knowing
that our neighbors suffer hunger and poverty amid
abundance.
27 First Sunday of Advent We will not be
disappointed in our confidence in God’s love and
forgiveness, our anticipation of Christ’s return or
our welcome in the kingdom of God. Praise God!
28 Give thanks for the diverse work of the 28 ELCA
missionaries accompanying 18 church bodies and
18 companion organizations in Latin America and
the Caribbean. Ask God to bless and guide our
ministry together so that we might respond to the
needs of our neighbors in need who are most
vulnerable and might spread the good news of
Jesus Christ, far and wide.
29 Pray that the Spirit will deepen our generosity
in sharing our resources and financial assets for
the sake of our neighbors and the well-being of
the world.
30 Pray that we will be generous and respectful in
responding to and caring for those who cannot
find secure shelter, pay for food or medical care,
or support the children or older adults dependent
on them.

Page 14

November 2022

The Friendly Visitor
from
Christ Lutheran Church

1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI 54751

Please let us know if you do not wish to receive this newsletter any longer by calling our office at
715-235-5573 or by emailing us at The.Office.CLC@gmail.com. THANK YOU!
Pastoral Ministry
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation.
Pastor: Cheryl Matthews
Lutheran Campus Ministry Director: Sara Reed (lcmstoutdirector@gmail.com)
Chancel Choir Director/Worship Leader: Brian Klein
Worship/Choir Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms
Alternate Accompanists: Andrew Maki, Mary Merritt
Youth Ministry
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Sunday School (COSMO)
Superintendent: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)
Accompanist: Mary Merritt
Maintenance
Custodian: Tom Surdick
Missionary Sponsorship
Patrick & Jackie Bencke, Japan (jackie@bencke.com)
Food Ministry
Coordinator: Heather Lannon (clc.pantry.table@gmail.com)
Office Staff
Church Secretary Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 8:30am to 3pm;
Friday—office closed. (Please note the pastor’s day off is Friday.)
Secretary: Jillyn Geissler (The.Office.CLC@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Dick Rank/Tricia Rank-Larson
Radio Ministry
Radio Broadcast on 880 AM Sundays at 9:30am
Limited Range (Parking Lot) Frequency on 107.7 FM
Livestream Ministry
Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk (TechUser.CLC@gmail.com)
Internet Ministry
Sunday bulletins, “Friendly Visitor” newsletters, calendar, audio of Sunday
services, and much more may be found at www.Welcome2CLC.com or at
www.facebook.com/Welcome2CLC.

.

“Love Jesus,
Grow Together,
Serve Others.”
Welcome!

www.Welcome2CLC.com
Facebook: Welcome2CLC

