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from 
Christ Lutheran Church 

October @ Christ 
2  MISSION SUNDAY; Worship with Holy  

Communion at 9am; CLC-Halvorson Cemetery 
Board meeting at 10:10am; Faith Formation at 
10:15am; Mission Brunch at 10:15am 

3  Worship with Holy Communion/Fellowship 

Hall at 5:30pm 

4  Mission Work Day at 9am (packing day);  

Executive Board meeting at 6:30pm 

5  The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC  

FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table 
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 
6th Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from 
6:15pm to 7pm;  High School Youth from 6:15pm 
to 7pm. 

6  Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm 

9  LCM SUNDAY; Worship with Holy Communion 

at 9am; Faith Formation at 10:15am  
10  Worship with Holy Communion/Fellowship 

Hall at 5:30pm; Youth to serve LCM meal  

11  Mission Workday at 9am; All Committee 

Night - Committees at 5:30pm; Committees and 
Church Council at 6:30pm; Church Council at 7pm 

12  The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC  

FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table 
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 
6th Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from 
6:15pm to 7pm;  High School Youth from 6:15pm 
to 7pm. 

13  Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm 

 

16 Worship with Holy Communion at 9am; Faith 

Formation at 10:15am; Game Night beginning at 
4:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

17  Worship with Holy Communion/Fellowship Hall 

at 5:30pm 

19  The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC  

FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table 
from 5pm to 6pm; CIA from 5:30pm to 6:15pm; 6th 
Only from 6:15pm to 7pm; Christ Time from 6:15pm 
to 7pm; High School Youth from 6:15pm to 7pm; 
20  Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm 

23  YOUTH SUNDAY; Worship with Holy 

 Communion at 9am; Faith Formation at 10:15am; 
FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING at 10:15am 

24  Worship with Holy Communion/Fellowship Hall 

at 5:30pm 

25 Mission workday at 9am; 

26  The SPOT from 3:30pm to 5:30pm; CLC  

FoodShelf from 5pm to 6pm; Wednesday’s Table 
from 5pm to 6pm; Confirmation Banquet from 5pm 
to 8pm (served by 7th and 8th grade class and  
parents). 

27  Chancel Choir practice at 6:30pm 

28  Red Cross Blood Drive from noon to 6pm 

30  REFORMATION SUNDAY; AFFIRMATION OF 

BAPTISM: Worship with Holy Communion at 9am; 
Faith Formation at 10:15am 

31  Worship with Holy Communion/Fellowship Hall 

at 5:30pm; Treats for the Tricksters from 5pm to 
7pm on the Wilcox Street side of the church. 
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Council and Committee Night  
All committees will meet  
individually on Tuesday,  
October 11, from 5:30pm to 
6:30pm. Committees and  
council then meet together in 
the sanctuary at 6:30pm, and 
the council meets at 7pm.  

Fall 
Congregational Meeting 

Sunday,  
October 23, 10:15am 

in the sanctuary 
 

+ + + 
 
 

Please let the church office 
know if someone is in the 
hospital.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our sympathy to . . .  
 
. . . The family and friends of Evelyn 
Hintzman (Dale Dohms’ mother), who 
passed away on September 3.  Her  
memorial service was held at Olson  
Funeral Home on September 8. 
 
. . . The family of Carolyn Hemming who 
passed away September 24. A private 
service was held with burial at a later 
date. 

Scripture Readings for October 
 

Oct 2    Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
      Psalm 37:1-9 
      2 Timothy 1:1-14 
      Luke 17:5-10 
 
Oct 9    2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
      Psalm 111 
      2 Timothy 2:8-15 
      Luke 17:11-19 
 
Oct 16   Genesis 32:22-31 
      Psalm 121 
      2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
      Luke 18:1-8 
 
Oct 23   Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
      Psalm 84:1-7 
      2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
      Luke 18:9-14 
 
Oct 30   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
      Psalm 46 
      Romans 3:19-28 
      John 8:31-36 



The Friendly Visitor Page 3       October 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Please join us as we  
observe Mission Sunday on 
Sunday, October 2nd, and  
focus on the several mission 
outreach programs of the 
ELCA. Stories will be shared 

of how these outreach programs have  
impacted the lives of people around the 
world. Hear from Mikhael, a Palestinian  
refugee living in Lebanon who lost his job and 
his health during the Covid-19 crisis. Listen to 
Chris, a veteran in Texas whose family lost 
everything in a hurricane.  Consider Mayra 
whose home in Puerto Rico was destroyed in 
Hurricane Maria. Hear the heartbreaking  
story of Chanchala Midha whose entire 
neighborhood in Kolkata, India was  
devastated by fire. And listen to Pastor  
Denise Vargova as she recounts her work 
with refugees from the nation of Ukraine. All 
these individuals have been impacted by the 
mission and outreach of Lutheran Disaster 
Response. They will be portrayed by  
members of our congregation. 
We will also watch a video about the Lingson 
Family in Kaseleka, Milawi who have been  
impacted by the outreach of ELCA World 
Hunger, including the Good Gifts program. 
During the children’s message, our Sunday 
School children will be portraying various 
farm animals from the ELCA Good Gifts  
program and we will enjoy guessing the  
various animals.   
The pews will be covered with the quilts  
fashioned by the hands of our church women 
this past year and will soon  be sent to  
Lutheran World Relief, along with school kits, 
baby care kits, personal care kits, and fabric 
kits. We will do a blessing of the quilts during 

the service. 
Then join us for our annual Mission Sunday 
brunch following the worship service.  
A description of these mission outreach  
programs follows my letter. 
 
In Jesus’ love and service 
Pastor Cheryl Matthews, Interim 

 
 
More than 820 million people - that's about 
11 percent of people in our world today - are 
hungry. As members of the ELCA, we are 
called to respond. We are a church that rolls 
up our sleeves and gets to work. Working 
with and through our congregations, in the 
United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other 
partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely  
positioned to reach communities in need. 
From health clinics to microloans, water wells 
to animal husbandry, community meals to 
advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 
make it possible for the ELCA to respond, 
supporting sustainable solutions that get at 
the root causes of hunger and poverty.  
 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's 
hope, healing and renewal with people 
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters 
in the United States and around the world. 
When the dust settles and the headlines 
change, we stay to provide ongoing  
assistance to those in need.   
U.S. Flooding 
Horn of Africa Drought 
U.S. Tornadoes 
 

(pastor’s letter continued on next page)  

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Get-Involved/Domestic-Hunger-Grants
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Flooding
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Horn-of-Africa-Drought
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Tornadoes
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(Pastor’s letter continued from previous page) 
 

U.S. Wildfires 
Hurricane Response 
Haiti Crisis 
Afghan Humanitarian Crisis 
U.S. Severe Storms 
Middle East Crisis 
South Sudan Relief 
Middle East and Europe Refugee Crisis 
AMMPARO: Protecting Migrant Minors 
 
We recognize that every disaster is local.  
Because of this, we believe every response 
needs to be rooted in the community; we 
work to accompany that community from  
immediate relief through long-term recovery. 
In our international work we partner closely 
with companion churches and other Lutheran 
and ecumenical relief agencies to make sure 
local needs are being addressed and met. In 
the United States, we work through our  
extensive affiliate network and other  
partners to address these same concerns. 
Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help 
the church continue to be church in the midst 
of disaster — following Christ's call to share 
hope and healing with our neighbor in need. 
Some key areas of work include: Providing 
emotional and spiritual care for people who 
have been affected by a disaster and for  
leaders who respond to a disaster. 
 Coordinating volunteers through our local 
affiliates Assisting refugees in a holistic way 
by meeting the varied needs of the  
Community Promoting disaster risk-reduction 
by helping communities build their assets 
thereby reducing the effects of likely  
disasters Providing long-term recovery efforts 
by addressing the unmet needs months or 
even years after a disaster strikes.   

ELCA WORLD HUNGER   For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me. - Matthew 25:35 
God richly provides for daily bread — the 
earth can produce enough food for everyone. 
Yet, many of our sisters and brothers still go 
hungry. 
By providing immediate relief to those who 
are hungry, we meet basic needs and recog-
nize the universal human right to food. But 
ending hunger is about more than food. By 
connecting people with the resources they 
need to produce food and gain access to 
clean water, education, health care and 
sources of income, long-term, sustainable 
change can be accomplished. 
 
We start with relationships marked by  
conversation and listening. We believe  
people know their own communities best. It 
is our congregations and our global  
companion churches that first identify the  
local needs and related solutions to help 
make a difference. Then, we partner with 
communities to help make those solutions a 
reality. 
 
 LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
In 1945, World War II left an estimated one-
fifth of the world’s Lutherans homeless. Here 
in the United States, Lutheran churches in at 
least 20 states mobilized to help in Europe 
through a new agency called Lutheran World 
Relief. 
Much has changed in nearly 75 years. But in 
thousands of congregations, in millions of 
offerings and in uncounted prayers, U.S.  
 

(Pastor’s letter continued on next page) 

 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Wildfires
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Hurricane-Response
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Haiti-Crisis
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Afghan-Humanitarian-Crisis
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Severe-Storms
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Middle-East-Crisis
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/South-Sudan-Relief
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Middle-East-and-Europe-Refugee
https://www.elca.org/ammparo
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(Pastor’s letter continued from previous page) 

 
Lutherans continue to support Lutheran 
World Relief’s work. Lutheran World Relief 
was there in the late 1940s, when 800,000 
Palestinians were forced from their homes by 
the creation of the state of Israel … in the 
early 1950s when Hong Kong, Korea and 
Bangladesh and much of Asia was mired in 
strife … during the 1970s and ’80s, when civil 
wars and drought plagued Africa.  Today,  
Lutheran World Relief operates in East and 
West Africa, Latin America, Asia and the  
Middle East, helping some of the world’s 
poorest communities build the resilience 
they need to thrive. 
 
The Lutheran World Relief quilting project 
started following WWII, when American 
women in Lutheran congregations  
volunteered their time and sewing talent to 
respond to the need for blankets among the 
war’s survivors in Europe. Seven decades  
later, this mission is still going strong, only 
now the quilts are more likely to end up in 
the Middle East, Asia, Africa, South America 
or Micronesia. They are given to desperate 
families who have lost their household goods 
due to violence, flood, earthquake, or other 
calamity. Of all the many disaster relief  
agencies, only Lutherans distribute quilts. 
LWR distributes close to half a million quilts 
annually. According to the LWR Quilt project 
director, one third of those quilts are sewn in 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. The quilts 
are sent to help people all over the world to 
keep warm, for shelter and other functional 
uses.  
 

= = = = = = =  

Happening This Month 
 
MISSION SUNDAY  -  
October 2 

 
LCM SUNDAY - October 9  
 
YOUTH SUNDAY -  
October 23 
 
FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING -  
October 23, 10:15am in the sanctuary 
 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
October 28, Noon - 6pm in the  
Fellowship Hall 
 
REFORMATION/CONFIRMATION  
SUNDAY 
October 30 

Pastoral Acts 
 
 
Memorial Services 
 Kay P. Brummeyer - August 18, 

2022 by Pastor Cheryl Matthews 
 
 Evelyn J. Hintzman - September 8, 

2022 by Pastor Cheryl Matthews at 
Olson Funeral Home 
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Memorials/Honoraria 
 
 
For undesignated in memory 
of:  
9/11 - Kay Brummeyer from 
Dick Tyson & Dayle Mandelson; 
Kay Brummeyer from Jerry & 
Jan Traxler;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Dave & Ardith Jacobson;  
Kay Brummeyer from Shirley 
Browning;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Ron & Doris Faber; Kay 
Brummeyer from Dan & Debbie 
Gonstead; Kay Brummeyer 
from Cheryl Lowery; Kay 
Brummeyer from Janice Coker;  
Kay Brummeyer from James & 
Laura Wahl;  Kay Brummeyer 
from J. Michael & Linda Baker;  
Kay Brummeyer from Reece 
Hilmanowski & Loni Ashbaugh;  
Kay Brummeyer from R.G. Ber-
quist;  Kay Brummeyer from 
Lynn & Sandra Steglich;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Lee & Cindy 
Fulton; Kay Brummeyer from 
Emilie Wiese;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Lawrence & Patricia 
Lightfield;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Richard & Peggy Daluge; 
Kay Brummeyer from Ryan & 
Lori Olson;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Betty Qualheim;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Arne & Eliza-
beth Thompson; Kay Brummey-
er from Scott & Carol Teigen;  
Kay Brummeyer from Dorian & 
Aneta Spielman;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Julie Bloom;  
Kay Brummeyer from Thomas 
& Judith Wolter;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Rodney & Ju-
dy Rommel;  Kay Brummeyer 
from Patricia Morris;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Gary & Elaine 
Colton;  Kay Brummeyer from 
Dennis & Lauren Schmitz;  Kay 
Brummeyer from Loren & Kari 
Sandberg;  Kay Brummeyer  
from Wallace & Janet Cutler;  
Kay Brummeyer from family & 
friends 
9/25 - Kay Brummeyer from 
the Sunshine Committee of 
Jefferson High School 
 
 

For The SPOT Bus Fund in 
memory of:  
9/11 - Evelyn Hintzman from 
Jane & Dave Amble; Evelyn 
Hintzman from family & friends 
 
For The SPOT in memory of: 
9/11 - Evelyn Hintzman from 
Lois Schultz;  Evelyn Hintzman 
from Gary & Kathy Wagner;  
Evelyn Hintzman from friends 
& family; 
9/18 - Evelyn Hintzman from 
Brian Tumm;  Evelyn Hintzman 
from Cheryl Lowery;  Evelyn 
Hintzman and Kay Brummeyer 
from Darrin & Arla Falk 
9/25 - Evelyn Hintzman from 
Family & Friends 
 
For the CLCW  in memory of: 
9/11 - Kay Brummeyer from 
Diann Hovland 
 
For a Cremains Funeral Pall in 
memory of: 
9/11 - Kay Brummeyer from 
family & friends 
 
New Flag in memory of: 
Jerry Smith from Jane Smith and 
family 
 
For the General Fund in memory 
of: 

9/25 - Evelyn Hintzman from 
Arla Graff 

 
 

 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
BRIDGE TO HOPE QUILT TOUR 

November 5  
9:30am - 3:30pm 
 
ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY 
November 6 
 
ELECTION DAY 
November 8 
  
VENDOR & CRAFT FAIR 
November 19  - 9am -
3pm in the Fellowship 
Hall 
 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
November 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRICK OR TREAT AT 
CHRIST LUTHERAN: On 
Monday, October 31, 
from 5pm to 7pm, there 
will be hot dogs around a 
campfire, hot cocoa, 
coffee, Halloween treats, 
and fun! (Activities will be 
on the west side of the 
building along Wilcox 
Street.) 
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LCM MEALS FOR FALL  
SEMESTER  
Lutheran Campus  
Ministry is seeking 
 individuals to provide 
home cooked meals for 
Stout students during the 
fall semester. Providing a 
meal on Monday nights 
has been a huge success to 
our program and some-
thing that students look 
forward to each week. Our 
meals begin at 6:00pm 
and we serve around 15-
20 students each week. 
Below are the dates still 
needed.  
October 3, 24,  
November 7, 28.  
December 5. If you are  
interested, please contact 
Sara Reed, Director of  
Lutheran Campus  
Ministries to UW-Stout 
at lcmstoudirector@gmail.
com or 715.563.6336.  
 
 

CLCW News 
 
 
Dates to remember 
Oct 4: Mission Work Day at 9am 
(packing quilts and kits for  
Lutheran World Relief) 
 
Oct 11: Mission Work Day at 
9am 

Oct 25: Mission Work Day at 
9am 
 
Nancy Bourget and Arla Graff 
CLCW Co-President 

 
 
 

VENDORS/CRAFTERS 
WANTED!  
Christ Lutheran Church is 
hosting a Holiday Vendor/
Craft Fair on Saturday,  
November 19th from 9am 
to 3pm. Booth cost is $30 
and includes one table 
and two chairs. If  
interested, please contact 
Beth Hein at  
heinfamily73@gmail.com 

or Kay Wurm at 
kayewurm@gmail.com 

for more information or 
to reserve a spot. All  
proceeds go toward the 
church's general fund. 
 

Financial Spotlight 
Each month there will be an  
article highlighting a different 
ministry, fund or  budget line 
item so that everyone is 
aware of the many things 
happening at Christ Lutheran 
Church. October’s spotlight is 
on  Snow Removal. 
 
 

HELP THE CHURCH FROM 
BEING “SNOWED  
UNDER” this upcoming 
winter season! The  
October Focus is snow  
removal costs. Your  
donations marked 
“October Focus” or “snow 
removal” will help keep 
the parking lot safe and 
clear. Thanks for 
“snowing” you care!  

mailto:lcmstoudirector@gmail.com
mailto:lcmstoudirector@gmail.com
mailto:heinfamily73@gmail.com
mailto:kayewurm@gmail.com
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FROM THE ELCA 
 
Public response period: 
Social message on  
climate care 
We need your help! A 
draft of the ELCA's forth-
coming social message on 
climate change and how 
we are called to  
respond has been  
posted, and the public 
comment period is open 
through Friday, Dec. 2. 
The draft will be edited in 
response to your feed-
back and brought to the 
ELCA Church Council for a 
vote this spring. To read 
the draft and  
provide your input 
through our online form, 
go to elca.org/climatecare 

World Food Day Celebration 
 
Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration of World Food Day, hosted by Rick Steves 
and special guest Mark Jansen, CEO of Blue Diamond Almonds. This special event will 
be streamed online so you can celebrate with ELCA World Hunger wherever you are 
 

When: Sunday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m. Central time 
 
Where: ELCA Facebook page and ELCA YouTube channel 
 
RSVP not required; simply visit our Facebook or YouTube page to attend. Facebook and 
YouTube accounts are not required. Can’t stream it live? The recording will be available 
on Facebook and YouTube after the event is over. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fclimatecare&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=78f60acc-8c0e-4271-8058-d870ddad982c&trid=78f60acc-8c0e-4271-8058-d870ddad982c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2flutherans&srcid=315375&srctid=1&erid=3a848c4b-5d2e-45bb-b55d-4e262b8684ac&trid=3a848c4b-5d2e-45bb-b55d-4e262b8684ac
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2felca&srcid=315375&srctid=1&erid=3a848c4b-5d2e-45bb-b55d-4e262b8684ac&trid=3a848c4b-5d2e-45bb-b55d-4e262b8684ac
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We are excited to  
announce that this year’s 
keynote speaker at the 
Caregiver Conference is 
an Emmy, Edward R.  
Murrow, and Walter 
Cronkite award-winning 
journalist who has 
worked in eight  
newsrooms throughout 
the country – Karla Hult! 
 
Join Karla at the Caregiver  
Conference Monday,  
November 7, in Eau 
Claire, as she hosts the 
following sessions: 
You’re Not Alone, I’m 
Still Here, I Love You:  
Today’s Caregiver Crisis 
In this keynote  
presentation, you will 
learn about the  
emotional and financial 
challenges facing family 
caregivers today from the 
perspective of a daughter 
who said So Many  
Goodbyes, alarming 
trends throughout the 
world that represent why 

family and professional  
caregivers desperately 
need excellent  
community support, and 
strategies for dealing with 
the caregiver crisis -- 
worldwide and within 
your village, home, or 
long-term care  
community. 
All About Bob: Caregiving 
by Looking for the Person 
Before and Beyond the 
Disease* 
Caregiving is an important 
field, and your work 
makes a difference for 
families and the  
community! In this  
session, exclusively for 
professional caregivers, 
we will discuss how you 
can understand those  
living with dementia a 
little bit better by sharing 
advice, wisdom, and  
research. 
NEW! – This year’s event 
is FREE for family  
caregivers! Professional 
caregivers will SAVE $30 

when they register by  
October 7: 
$89 / $59 – Professional 
Caregivers | FREE –  
Family Caregivers 
Visit our website to view 
the full conference  
schedule and to complete 
your registration today! 
*To attend this session, 
you must register as a 
professional caregiver. 
Chippewa Valley  
Technical College 
620 W. Clairemont  
Avenue, Eau Claire, WI, 
54701  
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Any flowers placed at CLC 
- Halvorson Cemetery 
must be removed by  
October 1, 2022. 

https://cl.exct.net/?qs=843c0bbf26f99f7b4afa8f3b9d62c81290fe78c1705cffa28df4e25f4a45c6726e8c833110de98e505cb84866cd914c77bc42664c3a46963
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THANK YOU… 
. . . To the Christ Lutheran 
Church Women (CLCW) 
for donating the new 
chairs for the Fellowship 
Hall.  The old chairs will 
be for sale for $5.00 each 
on a first come , first 
serve basis. 
 
. . . To Jane Smith, Greg 
and Ryan Smith who  
donated the new flag 
which the Boy Scouts 
have recently raised on 
the flag pole at the front 
of the church building.  
The flag is in memory of 
Jane’s husband, Jerry , 
who died in January 2020 
and was used at his  
funeral. 
 
. . . To Breaking Chains for 
leading worship on  
September 25. 
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A NOTE FROM OUR MISSIONARIES IN 
JAPAN: 
 
Greetings from Kumamoto, Japan. 
 
A strong typhoon hit Japan around the 
19th of this month [September].  Jackie 
and I were actually not in the country at 
the time, but I returned to Japan a  
couple of days after the typhoon.   
Fortunately, our city was spared the 
brunt of the wind and rain.  Other parts 
of southwestern Japan were hit hard, 
especially with rain, which led to  
damaging flooding. 
 
Please give our regards to folks at Christ 
Lutheran.  I hope that Jackie and I can 
participate in worship with you on our 
next home assignment, which will  
probably be in 2024.  In the meantime, 
Jackie will continue to compose and 
send newsletters. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Patrick Bencke  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Ventures for October 
 
1 International Day of Older Persons  Give thanks for 
our older neighbors and siblings in Christ! Ask God to 
help us value, engage and nurture the skills, wisdom, 
faith and spiritual gifts of older adults and to respond 
to their diverse needs, circumstances and stages of 
life. 
 
2 Praise God for the work of the Spirit that equips us 
for lives of faith and service, gathers us in communi-
ties of faith and enables us — individually and to-
gether — to engage in vital ministries for the sake of 
the world. 
 
3 Pray that we will respond generously to the imme-
diate and long-term needs of people and communi-
ties impacted by flooding and wildfires, and that we 
will bear hope, encouragement and care to those 
grieving the loss of loved ones and neighbors and 
rebuilding their own lives. 
 
4 Feast of Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)  Pray that we 
will greet each day with a sense of awe, gratitude 
and respect for creation, for the organisms and crea-
tures that inhabit the earth and for humanity in all 
its diversity and complexity — the handiwork of God. 
Ask the Spirit to inspire us to live with greater sim-
plicity and to manage wisely all that God has entrust-
ed to our care, use and enjoyment.  
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(October Prayer Ventures continued from previous 
page) 
 
 
5 We are living in times of economic uncertainty, a 
continuing pandemic, unresolved racism, political 
turmoil and human suffering. Pray for God to renew 
our spirit, calm our anxiety, strengthen our resilien-
cy, draw our attention to the needs of our neighbor 
and help us make healthy choices.  
 
6 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you” (2 Timothy 
1:5). Praise God for mothers, stepmothers, grand-
mothers, aunts, sisters and others who invite us to 
believe in the life-giving love we have in Jesus Christ 
and who help us become fearless, faithful and com-
passionate disciples of Christ. 
 
7 Thank God for our special relationship with the Re-
formed Church in America, a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its 
members and its leaders, that together we will find 
strength and resources for the work of sharing the 
gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these 
challenging times. 
 
8 Pray that the wisdom and knowledge of physicians, 
health care workers and medical researchers will 
continue to grow and be applied for the health and 
well-being of all people, especially those who suffer 
illnesses and conditions lacking effective treatments 
or cures. 
 
9 Praise God for the example of Jesus pausing on his 
way to Jerusalem to heal the 10 lepers, which en-
courages our faith in the power of God to heal and 
renew and calls our attention to the needs of people 
around us. 
 
10 Pray for rostered ministers and lay leaders who 
serve congregations in part-time or multiple-ministry 
contexts, that through their faith, energy and crea-
tivity those congregations might discover and use 
the assets they have, responding to God’s call to 
serve their community, share the gospel and give 
witness to God’s love and mercy.  
 
11 Give thanks and pray for the ELCA Justice for 
Woman program and for the unique voices and ex-

periences of women and girls — across race, ethnici-
ty, ability, class, sexuality, gender identity and age — 
who raise awareness of and advocate for gender jus-
tice. 
 
12 The ELCA Fund for Leaders helps provide scholar-
ships for seminary students responding to God’s call 
to follow Christ as congregational leaders, campus 
ministers, missionaries, mission developers and 
more. Give thanks for the fund’s 25 years of helping 
seminary students continue their journey to ministry 
debt-free and for the generosity of ELCA members 
committed to encouraging and preparing new lead-
ers.  
 
13 Pray that we will live and serve with confidence in 
God’s promises, listen to and respect one another, 
and reflect the love and ways of God in all that we 
do and say as people of faith and disciples of Christ. 
 
14 Remember in prayer young adults who are work-
ing, serving in the military or engaged in nontradi-
tional education opportunities, that they might know 
that God has purpose for them and that their gifts, 
knowledge, interests, life experiences and work are 
valued by the church, their communities and the 
world. 
 
15 “Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord 
with my whole heart” (Psalm 111:1). Give thanks for 
God’s trustworthy grace, activity in the world and 
daily blessings that renew and sustain us. 
 
16 Rejoice in the promise that God hears the cries of 
those who suffer injustice, inequality and persecu-
tion; pray for the Spirit to help us persist in our pray-
ers for our neighbors in need and our endeavors to 
make our church, society, institutions and laws just, 
equitable, inclusive and compassionate. 
 
17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  
Supplying immediate relief for those who suffer pov-
erty and hunger is critical, and the work we do to-
gether to address the underlying causes and elimi-
nate poverty is essential. Pray that the Spirit will 
grant us wisdom, resolve and faith, that our efforts 
to end poverty will bear abundant fruit for the well-
being of our neighbors in need. 
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page) 
 
 
18 Give thanks for this year’s Churchwide Assembly 
and pray that we will continue to create  
opportunities for mutual encouragement, prayerful 
discussion of difficult issues, Spirit-led decision 
 making and recommitment to the work we do  
together to share the gospel, serve our neighbor and 
bear light and hope into the world.   
 
19 “From where will my help come? My help comes 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 
121:1-2). Pray that our faith in God’s love and care 
will be resilient and that we will be aware of people 
near us whom God works through to assist and  
accompany us in times of need and distress. 
 
20 Pray for abundant autumn harvests and for  
agricultural workers, farmers, ranchers and those 
who serve in distribution chains around the world as 
they strive to feed themselves and nourish people 
everywhere. 
 
21 Remember in prayer the people affected by  
catastrophic flooding in Pakistan over the past 
months — about 33 million people, including  
millions who have been displaced from their homes 
and communities.  
 
22 Give thanks for Lutheran Services in America, an 
alliance that includes the ELCA and 300 health and 
human service organizations and serves the diverse 
needs of more than 6 million people each year in the 
United States and the Caribbean.  
 
23 Ask the Spirit to ground our faith and service in 
humility so that we regard others as equal in  
humanity, children of God receiving the same grace, 
mercy and promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ that 
we have. 
 
24 Give thanks for the ELCA Youth Ministry program, 
ELCA Youth Gathering and ELCA Youth Ministry  
Network, and for leaders of children, youth and  
family ministries. Pray that their work supporting 
and equipping leaders and developing faith  
formation programs and initiatives will thrive. 
 
25 “Happy are those whose strength is in 

you” (Psalm 84:5). Give thanks that we find true 
strength and comfort through faith in God, who  
enables us to endure every difficulty and crisis in life, 
no matter how complex or consuming. 
 
26 Ask God to strengthen our relationships with the 
Lutheran World Federation, National Council of 
Churches of Christ and World Council of Churches for 
the work we do together to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ, grow the church, share resources for 
ministry and leadership development, and promote 
ecumenical and interreligious understanding. 
 
27 Pray that the Spirit will stir our determination to 
challenge ideologies that set us against one another 
through fear, hatred, untruths and mistrust. Ask God 
to help us hold to what is true, exercise love and 
mercy, seek justice and equity, care for one another 
and strive for unity. 
 
28 Give thanks for school counselors, social workers 
and psychologists who care for students and their 
diverse needs. Pray that all children and youth will 
have access to affordable, effective and supportive 
mental health services. 
 
29 Pray that our generosity will be driven by our  
desire to honor God, share the blessings and  
resources we have received, ease the burdens and 
suffering of neighbors in need, help others become 
self-sufficient, and strengthen communities. 
 
30 Reformation Sunday  We receive God’s grace — 
undeserved love and forgiveness — through the gift 
of faith in the risen Christ, who restores our  
relationship with God. Give thanks for Martin Luther, 
for theologians and for siblings in Christ who inspire 
us to study Scripture, embrace God’s gift of grace 
and salvation, deepen our faith and love for God, 
connect our faith with daily life and spread the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 
 
31 Zacchaeus’ life changed forever when he came 
down from a tree and met Jesus face to face. Pray 
that our lives will be transformed and filled with joy 
because of our encounter with Jesus, who reveals 
God’s gracious love for humanity.  
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Please let us know if you do not wish to receive this newsletter any longer by calling our office at 
715-235-5573 or by emailing us at The.Office.CLC@gmail.com. THANK YOU! 

Pastoral Ministry 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation. 
Pastor: Cheryl Matthews  
Lutheran Campus Ministry Director: Sara Reed (lcmstoutdirector@gmail.com) 
Chancel Choir Director/Worship Leader: Brian Klein 
Worship/Choir Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms  
Alternate Accompanists: Andrew Maki, Mary Merritt 
Youth Ministry 
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)  
Sunday School (COSMO)  
Superintendent: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com) 
Accompanist: Mary Merritt 
Maintenance 
Custodian: Tom Surdick  
Missionary Sponsorship 
Patrick & Jackie Bencke, Japan (jackie@bencke.com) 
Food Ministry 
Coordinator: Heather Lannon (clc.pantry.table@gmail.com) 
Office Staff 
Church Secretary Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 8:30am to 3pm; 
Friday—office closed. (Please note the pastor’s day off is Friday.) 
Secretary: Jillyn Geissler (The.Office.CLC@gmail.com) 
Treasurer: Dick Rank/Tricia Rank-Larson  
Radio Ministry 
Radio Broadcast on 880 AM Sundays at 9:30am 
Limited Range (Parking Lot) Frequency on 107.7 FM 
Livestream Ministry 
Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk (TechUser.CLC@gmail.com) 
Internet Ministry 
Sunday bulletins, “Friendly Visitor” newsletters, calendar, audio of Sunday  
services, and much more may be found at www.Welcome2CLC.com or at  
     www.facebook.com/Welcome2CLC.  
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