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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 – 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen.  
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN: My Song is Love Unknown – ELW 343 (vv. 1,2,3) 
1 My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
2 He came from his blest throne salvation to bestow; 
 the world that was his own  
 would not its Savior know. 
 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
 who at my need his life did spend! 
 
3 Sometimes we strew his way and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to our king. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 
 and for his death we thirst and cry. 
 
Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 
 
GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. Amen.   
 
KYRIE – ELW p. 184 (congregation sings the refrain; leader sings the 

verses)  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  O God…. the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen.  
 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more. 
 
L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 
 
PSALM 51:1-12 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 



 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us 
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so 
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made 
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life. 
 
L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - ELW p. 205 

 

  
 
GOSPEL READING: John 12:20-33 
L The holy gospel according to John the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.   



20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 
to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 
if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 
not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                            Josie Wilterdink 
 
SERMON                                                      Pastor Stephen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Now the Green Blade Rises – ELW 379 (vv. 1,2,4) 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 



Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958; Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 
1928. All rights reserved. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
(Petitions end: “Hear us, O God.”; please respond “Your mercy is great.” 
 
C Amen. 

  
MEAL 

 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS 
(As an act of worship, we offer to God a portion of what God has first given 
us.) 
 
OFFERTORY: Seed That in Earth is Dying – ELW 330 (vv. 1,3) 
1 Seed that in earth is dying 

grows into ears of grain. 
Grapes that are crushed in the vessel 
turn into golden wine. 
God, through this mystery grant us 
faith in our deepest darkness, 
life in our night and death. 

 
3  Seed that in earth is dying 

rises to bear much fruit. 
Christ, as we meet at your table, 
give us the bread of life. 
Lord, we do thank and adore you! 
Unceasing praise of the ages 
rises from night and death. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 

with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
 (Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available upon request). 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: As the Grains of Wheat – ELW 465 
Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our bread;  
 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 
 
1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  
 
2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  
 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in 
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING SONG: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing– ELW 545 
1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
 let us each, your love possessing, 
 triumph in redeeming grace. 
 Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
 trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
2 Thanks we give and adoration 
 for your gospel's joyful sound. 
 May the fruits of your salvation 
 in our hearts and lives abound. 
 



 Ever faithful, ever faithful 
 to your truth may we be found. 
 
3 Savior, when your love shall call us 
 from our struggling pilgrim way, 
 let no fear of death appall us, 
 glad your summons to obey. 
 May we ever, may we ever 
 reign with you in endless day. 
 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Love 
C Jesus 
P Grow 
C Together 
P Serve 
C Others 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you.  

(Please share a greeting of peace with one another). 
P Go in Peace. Christ goes with you. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Pastor: Stephen Hilding 
Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms 
Worship Leader: Lexi Marsh 
Scripture Reader: Randy Eide 
Ushers/Communion Assistants:  
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink 
Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk 
Communion Bread Baker: Robin Nelson 
Altar Care: Arla Graff & Nancy Bourget 
Coffee Fellowship: Kathy & Gary Wagner 

Portions of the service are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#26458. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 
from One License with license #A-725365. 



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS             Week of March 17, 2024 
www.welcome2CLC.com • Phone: 715-235-5573 
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!   
  
MISSION STATEMENT: “Love Jesus, Grow Together, Serve Others.”   
VISION STATEMENT: “Christ Lutheran is where God’s promise of love and forgiveness 
is for all.”  
PRAYER CONCERNS: Kristy; Kathy; Roger; Paul; Steve; Sharon; Chris; Shawn; Kathy; 
Luke; Libby; Joe; Cindi; Josie; Abusa (Pastor) Sinos Chimwaye and our companion 
congregation in Malawi (Balaka Parish); Jackie and Patrick Bencke (missionaries in 
Japan); all those who serve in our military and their families; and all people residing 
in care facilities or confined to their homes.  
WEDNESDAY’S TABLE MENU for March 20 is spaghetti and meatballs, garlic bread, 
green salad and dessert. The menu is also posted on Facebook. [Menu items subject 
to change.]    
CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY INFORMATION - It is time to schedule your photo 
session for the new church directory.  Dates available are April 18, 19 and 20.  We 
need you to make our directory complete!  Please help by having your picture taken!  
You will receive a free directory and an 8x10 portrait just for being photographed!  
There is no obligation to purchase additional photos, but you are welcome to do so if 
you choose.  Scheduling may be done after the worship service at the table in the 
narthex or to schedule your appointment online, simply scan 
the QR code or go to www.ucdir.com and click the 
“photography appointment scheduling login” button.  Enter 
our church code “wi320” and the password “photos”.  Online 
sign-up will not be available on weekends to allow for paper 
sign-ups at church.  
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue Wednesday, March 20 
at 6:00pm in the sanctuary.  
THE NOISY OFFERING for the Dunn County Humane Society raised $147.41.  Many 
items were collected for DCHS as well. Thank you! 

THE RADIO BROADCAST today is sponsored in memory of Garfield Lund’s 
birthday on March 21 from his daughters, Nancy Bourget and Arla Graff and the 
Lund family. The flowers on the altar are also in memory of Garfield’s birthday. 

http://www.welcome2clc.com/
http://www.ucdir.com/


THE MENOMONIE ART MUSIC SOCIETY is hosting “Music in March” a free-will 
donation concert of area musicians on Sunday, March 24 at 2:00pm at the Mabel 
Tainter Theater.  
YOUTH MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Youth Retreat April 12-14 for ALL confirmation 
and any other youth wanting to attend. This is a confirmation requirement for 7th 
and 8th graders! We will be at Luther Park from Friday night through Sunday 
morning. Exact times are being determined.  
PLAN TO ATTEND the Palm Sunday Brunch after worship on Sunday, March 24 in the 
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.  
BAKED ITEMS ARE NEEDED for the election baked sale on April 2. You may leave 
them in the kitchen on April 1 or bring them early on April 2.  Please have items 
packaged for sale, no need to price as it will be a free-will offering. The election 
baked sale in February raised $650.00.  
THERE ARE SIGN-UP SHEETS for worship volunteers on the table at the back of the 
narthex.  We need weekly help with ushering, serving communion and coffee 
fellowship.  We also need ushers and communion servers for Wednesday night 
services. 
 
 

 



 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Pastor: Stephen Hilding (pastorstephen.clc@gmail.com; 715-222-2475) 
Lutheran Campus Ministry Director: Sara McCullough 
(lcmstoutdirector@gmail.com) 
 
Music Ministry 

Accompanist: LuAnn Dohms         
Substitutes: Andrew Maki, Mary Merritt 
Worship Leader: Lexi Marsh 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Director: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com) 

Sunday School (COSMO)  
Superintendent: Josie Wilterdink (cosmo.clc@gmail.com)  
Accompanist: Mary Merritt 

Maintenance 
Custodian: Tom Surdick 

Missionary Sponsorship 
Patrick & Jackie Bencke, Japan (jackie@bencke.com) 

Food Ministry 
Coordinator: Jim Kausie 

Office Staff 
Secretary: Jillyn Geissler (The.Office.CLC@gmail.com). 
Treasurer: Dick Rank/Tricia Rank-Larson (Financial.CLC@gmail.com) 

 – Office Hours: Monday through Thursday – 8:30am – 3:00pm 
              Friday—church office closed 
Radio Ministry 

Radio Broadcast on 880 AM Sundays at 9:30am 
Livestream Ministry 

Audio Visual Specialist: Darrin Falk (techuser.clc@gmail.com)  
You Tube 

Internet Ministry 
Sunday bulletins, newsletters, videos of Sunday services, volunteer 
opportunities and much more may be found at www.Welcome2CLC.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPaf1M0jeedyiorXWGLgvg
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